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I would like to state, at the commencement, 
that the cases which form the basis of my re- 
marks are departmental cases under the 
personal supervision of Professor Wooldridge, 
and also to acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr, 
P, W. Southern for the photographs. I have 
considered it desirable to bring forward for 
discussion, skin diseases as a whole, as 1 think 
it more likely to provoke a good discussion than 
the consideration of any single disease, I pro- 
pose to outline briefly the more important points 
regarding parasitic skin diseases, and then to 
draw attention to a few of the non-parasitie 
conditions, 

Firstly we have for consideration sarcoptic 
mange, This is one of the few skin conditions 
on which we can pride ourselyes that our know- 
ledge is more or less complete, although there is 
one point which may on occasion assume a very 
definite legal significance, namely, the length of 
the incubation period, which still remains some- 
what obscure, probably on account of the diffi- 
culty of obtaining a really definite series of 
clinical histories on this point. I have come to 
the conelusion that, except in the case of the 
puppy in constant contact with an infected dam, 
definite clinical symptoms are rarely observed 
before six weeks, and are usually not seen for 
a very variable longer period. 

Next we come to the question of the detnon- 
I consider that in the 
taking of scrapings, it is very important to make 
a eareful choice of the site, the best material 
being the serous granular scab found along the 
edges of the ears, particularly in the fold at the 
base. The next best site is the millet-sized red 
papule found on the outer tibial surface. Until 
six months ago, I made the usual examination 
of direct smears and centrifugalised deposit 
after boiling in liquor potassz. Since then. 
however, I have, as a routine, adopted the sugar 
flotation technique described by Dr. Sheather in 
1923.' I have found it a distinct advantage, 
greatly reducing labour, particularly by concen- 
trating the acari in a very small field, namely, 
half-an-inch in diameter, Non-parasitiec acari 
are almost as frequentty observed as in equine 
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scrapings. They are, of course, easily differen- 
tiated by the presence of Claws, in place of 
suckers. ‘There are a few Hnglish records? of 
Noteedres cati as a cause of mange in dogs, 
while French writers® report it as a cause in as 
high as 40 per cent. of cases. I have searched, 
but have so far not encountered it. 

Contagion to man is a well-recognised fact, 
but its importance has hardly been adequately 
described, It is not only a useful aid to diag- 
nosis, but it may on occasion assume quite 
alarming proportions on the human subject. We 
have, in this and in other human skin disease 
of animal origin, advised and arranged, as far 
ws possible, medical treatment, a procedure we 
have found not only interesting but of distinet 
udvantage, and much appreciated by clients. 

The question of treatment is, of course, 
straightforward, but one in which thoroughness 
and attention to detail is of vital importance, 
(seneralised clipping should always be practised 
once the disease is definitely diagnosed. The 
age-old remedy of finely ground sulphur 1-8 in 
rape oil gives excellent results, the period of 
treatment varying from a month to six weeks. 
The patient is dressed with the oily dressing for 
six days and then bathed and left for an interval 
of two or three days before again commencing 
the oily treatment, During the interval, if much 
irritation is present, it is an advantage to dress 
the patient all over with zine oxide 1 ounce in 
S ounces of calamine lotion. This is, of course, 
rinsed off before the oil is again applied. Occa- 
sionally, either as a result of the sulphur or of 
mechanical causes, a varying degree of derma- 
titis results, which usually quite readily clears 
up after bathing and treatment with the above 
zine oxide and calamine lotion, 

Follicular mange is a cohdition in which we 
have still much to learn, and one feels that 
research under experimental conditions will be 
necessary to ascertain the at present unknown 
facts, more particularly the method of causation. 

The diagnosis does not, as a rule, offer great 
difficulties, although ringworm and_ thyroid 
alopecia must be taken into consideration in 
differential diagnosis. The demonstration of the 
parasite, as a rule. offers little difficulty and, 
contrary to the case of sarcoptic mange, T place 
quite a lot of reliance on a negative result as indi- 
cating the absence of the disease. There is one 
point in this connection about which T- still 
harbour doubts, and that is the alopecia so 
frequently encountered in dachshunds. — Folli- 
cular mange is common in this breed, but there 
is a number of cases in which repeated scrapings 
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fail to demonstrate the demodex, and one has 
even gone so far as to examine microscopically 
sections of skin from such cases, with negative 
results. Is this follicular mange, in spite of all 
this, or is it a distinct and probably hereditary 
disease? 

The treatment brings forward some interest- 
ing points. There is a large number of records 
of cures, as the result of an equally large 
number of methods of treatment. Also, most 
of us are familiar with cases of natural re- 
covery ; so much so, that one is tempted to ask, 
are the reported cures a result of treatment or 
in spite of it? It is certainly very diflicult, for 
anatomical reasons, to appreciate the value of 
any parasiticide dressing solely acting as such. 
All reported lines of treatment have one thing 
in common, i.e., a Stimulating action on the skin, 
and probably owe their beneficial value to this. 
I do not consider myself able to bring forward 
at the moment any new line of external treat- 
ment for this disease. I consider, however, that 
an endeavour should always be made to increase 
the patient’s general resistance by the internal 
administration of good food and such drugs as 
yeast and cod-liver oil. 

All: cases are worthy of a trial, and the 
squamous form is more hopeful than the pus- 
tular, while naturally the local is more hopeful 
than the generalised. 

Ringworm is not uncommonly encountered, 
and offers quite a variety of difficulties. Two 
clinical types are observed in the dog, the first 
with scab and pus production, while in the 
second there is a simple circular scaly area 
showing loss of hair fibres and a few broken 
stumps. The cat also may show such a lesion 
as the latter, but commonly in this animal the 
lesions are multiple and widespread all over the 
body, showing a white scaliness and little loss 
of hair. A useful guide to diagnosis is the appli- 
cation of chloroform, which results in a typical 
hoar-frosted appearance, The microscopic 
demonstration of the fungus is usually easier 
in the cat than in the dog. The best material for 
this purpose is a single broken hair, plucked out 
by means of epilation forceps, a process in 
which a hand lens is of service, or, failing that, 
a pin-head-sized epithelial scale should be taken 
and warmed in a little liquor potassze, prior to 
examination under one-sixth objective, cutting 
down the light. 

In practically all cases there is a history of 
contagion to man, in whom it is rather apt to 
be troublesome, The treatment in the dog, of 
the type unassociated with pus, is not, as a rule, 
difficult, but is protracted, taking anything up 
to three months, new lesions frequently develop- 
ing during the course of treatment. A satisfac- 
tory line of treatment is the application of 
strong tincture of iodine, followed in 24 hours 
by the removal of stumps and scabs with 
epilation forceps, and then the further applica- 
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tion of tincture of iodine every second day, or 
the daily application of salicylic acid in ung. 
iodi. denigressens (1-12). The treatment of cats 
is inadvisable. We have recently had the oppor- 
tunity of examining two Persian cats, which 
have been under treatment for between two and 
three years, and still at the end of that period 
showed a large number of lesions, the fungus 
being quite readily demonstrable. 

Favus is not so commonly observed, and, as a 
rule, offers little difficulty in either diagnosis or 
treatment; moreover, in contradistinction to 
ringworm, spread to man is the exception rather 
than the rule. The typical sulphur-yellow scabs 
can hardly be mistaken for anything else, and the 
fungus is readily demonstrable, it simply being 
necessary to take a pin-head-sized piece of scab, 
warm in liquor potassze and examine under one- 
sixth objective. 

In the eat, the lesion is usually single, affecting 
the base of a nail, and, so far, I have only 
observed one case in the dog, in which patient 
it was generalised all over the body, but particu- 
larly affecting the head. Treatment with iodine 
and removal of the scab, followed by further 
applications of iodine or ung. iodi. denigressens, 
is all that is necessary. 

Before making a few remarks on the non- 
parasitic conditions, I wish to express the view 
that all skin diseases should be considered 
parasitic until, by a very careful examination, 
they are proved otherwise, 

Non-Parasitie Diseases 

The first non-parasitic condition I wish to 
bring to your notice is acne with furunculosis, 
or so-called burrowing dermatitis. The condi- 
tion may be met with on any part of the body, 
and it is familiar to us all in follicular mange. 
It is, however, usually a localised condition, and 
most commonly found on the bridge of the nose, 
particularly in spaniels, or on the outsides of 
the elbows and hocks of the heavier breeds, such 
as Danes, The skin is thickened, shows a cer- 
tain loss of hair, and has a number of pus- 
discharging sinuses, and if a probe is inserted 
into one of these, it goes for half-an-inch or 
more under the skin. Owing to the possibility 
of its association with follicular mange, smears 
should always be examined in an endeavour to 
demonstrate the demodex. The localised condi- 
tion is usually negative, and, as a rule, only 
reveals cocci on stained films. The condition is 
chronic, and does not respond to ordinary 
medical treatment. The best results are 
obtained when drastic surgical measures are 
carried out, under either local or general ans- 
thetic, each and every sinus being individually 
opened up and the roof removed. The after- 
treatment is that usually carried out for open 
wounds, although one usually attempts to in- 
crease the patient’s resistance by sound feeding, 
cod-liver oil and yeast, while an autogenous 
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vaccine may also be administered. It may be 
necessary, during the period of treatment, to 
open up further isolated furuncles, and occa- 
sionally one unfortunately meets with recur- 
rences. The treatment I have outlined, however, 
gives pleasing results in what is otherwise a 
very intractable corfdition. 

Next, a few words on the subject of thyroid 
alopecia, a condition usually encountered in 
brown-coated dogs, particularly chows, and one 
to be differentiated from a squamous form of 
follicular mange. The symptoms are a certain 
degree of dulness and lassitude, associated with 
a dull, dead-looking coat and a varying degree 
of symmetrical alopecia, particularly noted on 
the flanks, and the posterior aspect of the 
thighs; the skin has a harsh dry feel, and 
scrapings for demodex are negative. Patients 
showing these symptoms usually respond very 
well to treatment with the internal administra- 
tion of thyroid extract, giving, in the case of a 
chow, 8-10 minims of the liquid extract twice 
daily to commence with. The drug is usually 
readily taken in the food and, consequently. 
offers no difficulties. Improvement is usually 
noted quite markedly at the end of a month, and 
the dose may be gradually reduced, and, in most 
cases, finally discontinued. I have had one case 
in which it was found necessary to maintain the 
period of treatment for a period of two years, as 
any attempt to stop the medicine resulted in a 
re-appearance of the symptoms, We _ usually 
combine with the above treatment daily groom- 
ing with a chinosol lotion. 
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Fic. 2. 
Tuyroiw ALOPECIA (AFTER TREATMENT). 


Chronic moist eczema at the back of the 
thighs in cats is another extremely troublesome 
skin disease, The greater portion of the trouble 
appears to be consequent upon licking with a 
very rough tongue, although one appreciates 
that there must be some primary irritation to 
bring this about. ‘The simple application of a 
lampshade collar (for the making of which 
buckram is an ideal material), and the applica- 
tion of sedative, antiseptic lotions, such as cala- 
nine lotion, is the line of treatment found to be 
most successful, but it is to be noted that the 
collar must be left on for a suflicient period after 
the lesion has healed, until all sign of irritation 
has ahated. 

(Continued overleaf.) 


Sir Cuthbert Quilter, who has served the 
Suffolk Horse Society as President for 22 years, 
has been re-elected to the position. In acknow- 
ledging his election, Sir Cuthbert said there had 
been a Quilter at the head of the Suffolk Horse 
Society for nearly 40 years. He asked breeders 
of Punches to make a special effort next year 
to make a splendid display of the breed at 
Ipswich, the home of the Suffolk. 
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Fia. 4. 
CHRONIC ULCERATION. Upper Lip oF Cart, 








Another extremely protracted skin disease in 
cats is the chronic ulceration of the upper lip. 
How this is produced is another debatable ques- 
tion. Owing to its chronic nature, and its re- 
sponse to treatment with iodine preparations, 
one was at first led to suspect that it was of 
fungoid origin. Numerous {ttempts to demon- 
strate this as a cause have failed, and the 
histological examinations of a lesion have re- 
vealed only staphylococci. 

Finally, a reference to moist eczema. This is 
simply an acute inflammatory reaction of the 
skin to an irritant, and, while one must admit 
the possibility of an unknown internal pre- 
disposing cause, I think the important factor, 
in the majority of cases, is external, and not 
internal. Such external factors are an under- 
lying sarcoptic mange, fleas, lice, otorrhoea 
entropion, impacted anal glands, dirt, and matted 
coat. In the majority of cases, one or more of 
these, or some other external cause for the 
trouble, will be demonstrable. Spleen extract 
used on those cases not of demonstrable external 
origin, has not given happy results, neither has 
it been possible to prevent recurrences, by any 
really drastic correction of the diet, such as one 
would expect. 
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Discussion 


The discussion was opened by Major HAMILTON 
Kirk, who expressed gratitude to Mr. Holmes for 
a very lucid and instructive paper. He had 
listened to it with great interest, because the sub- 
ject of canine skin diseases was an ever-present 
problem, and he should take great pleasure in 
reading the paper at leisure, when, in due course, 
it appeared in the Veterinary Record. 

Mr. Holmes had spoken of demodectic mange, 
and he should like to know if there was anything 
in use at the College which had effected a lasting 
cure. Veterinary. surgeons, from time to time, 
reported cures with various medicaments, but 
when he had tried these, he had found that such 
improvement as they had effected was only 


temporary. The only one from which he had 
obtained good results was “ Odylen,” and 
“Odylen” was a curious substance, possessing 


remarkably penetrative qualities; consequently, 
it might be that it did actually achieve the difficult 
but essential task of reaching the parasite embed- 
ded deeply in the skin. Even with “ Odylen,” 
however, it was difficult to be quite sure; he had 
treated a case of demodectic mange for a con- 
siderable time, and with apparent success. Yet, 
six months after the cessation of treatment, there 
had been a recurrence. Nevertheless, he thought 
that in those cases of follicular mange that were 
brought in the earl stages of the disease, treat- 
ment with “ Odylen ”—in conjunction with 
“ Aricyl ” injections—was well worth trying. 
He had a curious case brought to him that 
morning, the subject being a Pekinese puppy, 
three weeks old. The history was that all the 
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puppies born of its mother had a curious lesion. 
It looked as though boiling water had been 
dropped on the skin and had set up a dermatitis, 
causing a hard, leathery patch. The flakes of 
epidermis were gradually raised up the hairs, 
but if one looked under these flakes, the skin had 
a clean, bluish appearance. 

He had another curious case brought to him 
some months ago—a cat, which was continually 
licking one place, and keeping it in a moist con- 
dition, though the skin appeared to be quite 
— It was situated at the back of the hind 
eg. 

He could give no name to either of these con- 
ditions, and would welcome suggestions. 

Major Kirk proceeded to say that he would like 
to mention one fact in connection with ring- 
worm. Those who possessed apparatus for the 
production of ultra-violet rays were able _ to 
diagnose the condition with ease, by placing 
Wood’s Glass between the rays and the lesion— 
affected hairs gave off a brilliant green fluores- 
cence. Of course, this was done in a darkened 
room. It was very expensive glass, and so he had 
only a small piece of il, but if he had a case of 
ringworm, the glass never failed to show it up. 

In conclusion, he would like to thank Mr. 
Holmes very much for his very excellent paper. 

Mr. HENRY Gray observed that he would like to 
contribute to the discussion something from his 
past experience. He must first, however, con- 
gratulate Mr. Holmes on his lucid summary of the 
various skin diseases, though he regretted that 
the essayist had not given them a more complete 
clinical account of sarcoptic mange. Mr. Holmes 
had said that sarcoptic mange took six weeks 
to cure. If he were to use a dressing of sulphur 
and oil—say svi of paraffin to Oi of oil, and two 
or three ounces of black sulphur, dressing the 
dogs over thoroughly twice a week for three 
weeks, he would cure sarcoptic mange easily. 
One must never wash the animal until one had 
cured it. 

In treating dogs for skin disease, however, one 
had always to take into account whether or not 
there was more than one dog; the patient would 
get re-contaminated if he went back amongst 
others. There was a great deal of pleasurable 
scratching, especially at night, in sarcoptic 
mange, and the sarcopt was not always easy to 
find. 

In regard to follicular mange, in this, as in any 
skin disease, he never had the effected animals 
washed until they had undergone a_ thorough 
course of treatment. He did not know the origin 
of follicular mange, because one would find the 
parents sound, and the puppies would keep all 
right until three months of age; they would then 
be scattered, and by the time they were six 
months old, they would all have developed 
follicular mange. They could be cured, if one 
did not wash the dogs, but they must be treated 
systemically as well as locally. He had seen a 
spaniel with very bad follicular mange, but the 
puppies suckling her did not develop the disease. 

Mr. Holmes had said that he did not like the 
pustular form; that was the form of follicular 
mange that he (Mr. Gray) best liked to treat—one 
could use a vaccine for that. When one got 
the sanguineous pustules, these burst of them- 
selves, and then he thought a solution of chloride 
of zinc the best thing to use. He also used 
sulphur, storax, and salicylic acid, dressing the 
dogs all over twice a_ week. Internally he 
administered cacodylate of soda. He had a case 
(fox-terrier) now that he had only recently been 
treating, but which had been bad for a year. He 
had given it as much as 5 c.c. of the solution of 
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cacodylate of soda, and there were no poisonous 
symptoms. 

It was not such an easy thing to diagnose folli- 
cular mange, by means of the microscope, as some 
people appe: ared to think it. One would not find 
the parasites in the papules; one must look for 
them in the yellow pustules. 

Follicular mange was not a difficult disease to 
cure. It took a long time, he admitted, and local 
treatment must, as Mr. Holmes had _ said, be 
accompanied by treatment with crude cod-liver 
oil, and a diet of raw meat and bones. 

He had never regarded follicular mange as a 
contagious disease; he had known a case in a 
Spaniel bitch nursing puppies, and yet the 
puppies did not contract it. In his view, the 
principal factor in its causation was m: nutri- 
tion—that was, of course, the principal pre- 
disposing cause. 

Concerning ringworm, there were at least six 
different forms of this affection in the dog. Ring- 
worm of the dog was not difficult to treat, but in 
the cat it would rapidly spread throughout the 
cattery, and in the cat it was no use just picking 
on a spot—one had to clip the cat and dress it 
all over. One had also to treat the surroundings; 
the spores would live in them for as long as 50 
years. The disease would disappear, however, 
under the influence of good foed and of sunshine. 
The only other successful means of treatment, in 
his hands, was to dip the cat twe days a week 
in a bath of sulphurated potash and green soft- 
soap. He had seen kittens with grey-ringworm 
before their eyes were opened. 

Mr. Holmes had mentioned what he (Mr. Gray) 
would term cancroid of the upper lip in the cat. 
That might be associated with the cat licking 
herself. The only form of treatment he had found 
of value was the use of the silver nitrate stick, 
applied twice a week. It was difficult to pre- 
vent a recurrence in a cat that licked her back 
and croup y as soon as the Elizabethan ruffle 
was removed from her neck after an apparent 
recovery. 

He congratulated Mr. Holmes on his valuable 
paper. 

Captain G. DuNLop Martin said that he had 
insisted, for a number of years now, that if one 
took the trouble to examine every dog brought 
to one, one would find the demodex on the skin 
in a very large number of cases. The difficulty 
that confronted him was as to why the demodex 
should suddenly commence to invade the skin 
follicles and set up that jrritation; or was that 
irritation the result of secondary invasion of the 
follicles by bacteria or cocci? 

Major F. J. TAyYLor enquired if Mr. Holmes had 
ever tried the effect of castration in cases of so- 

called thyroid alopecia. He (Major Taylor) had 
pg two cases in which this oper: ation was 
vas tried, the accounts appearing in_ the 
Velevtaure Record some time ago. Both of them 
were marked cases of alopecia, “and both of them 
were, in his opinion, due to glandular deficiency. 
In both dogs, following castration, and para- 
throid of calcium internally, the hair grew and 
became even more prolific than normal again. 

In regard to follicular mange, he would like to 
ask Mr. Holmes if, in his opinion, it was, or was 
not, a contagious disease; in his (Major Taylor’s) 
experience, where just one case of follicular 
mange existed in a pack of hounds, the other 
hounds did not seem to contract the disease. 

Proceeding, Major Taylor said that he would 
like to have heard a more detailed description of 
eczema, with particular reference to the probable 
cause, and with some explanation of some of the 
complications of eczema with which they had to 
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deal in every-day practice; also, if he considered 
that eczema was an external manifestation of an 
internal catarrhal condition—it was noticeable 
that one frequently got symptoms of colitis, and 
gastric catarrh in eczema. 

The ulcerated thickening of the lip of the cat 
was of great interest to him; he thought Mr. Gray 
designated the condition a “‘cancroid.” He (the 
speaker) had had several cases which had not 
yielded to treatment, and two of them had turned 
out to be epithelioma. 

Captain DuNLop MARTIN described the question 
of the value of the castration of animals for 
remedying alopecia as a decidediy interesting 
one, and for his part, he was anxious to know 
whether or not they were really chasing some sort 
of myth with regard to promoting hair growth by 
means of the operation. He was led to raise the 
point by reason of the fact that Eastern eunuchs 
were recognised by the absence of hair, and by 
their effeminate appearance. 

Captain L. S. BALLs asked Mr. Holmes as to the 
incubative period of ringworm in the cat. 

Professor J. G. Wricut said that he would like 
to congratulate Mr. Holmes on his very excellent 
paper. He knew the great interest the essayist 
took in skin diseases, and that his remarks were 
the result of original observation. 

Firstly, with regard to chronic ulceration of the 
cat’s lip, he could heartily endorse what Mr. 
Henry Gray had said, that it rapidly cleared up 
on the application of the indurated argentum 
nitras, and the same applied to the moist eczema- 
tous condition of the skin at the back of the cat’s 
hind leg, referred to by Major Kirk. 

He would like to ask Mr. Holmes if the name 
“thyroid alopecia” was one of his own creation, 
and did he mean that there was definite thyroid 
deficiency in those cases? He agreed that treat- 
ment with thyroid appeared to clear them up, but 
he had not noticed that the lesions were always 
bilaterally symmetrical. In the hairless con- 
dition the animal was often fat and sluggish, yet 
there might be no evidence of hyperplasia of the 
thyroid gland. He would suggest that the name 
probably arose from the response to thyroid 
treatment, rather than any positive evidence of 
thyroid deficiency. 

Continuing, Professor Wright said that he 
thought everyone present would agree that 
eczema was the bane of the veterinary surgeon’s 
existence, and he felt that external irritants did 
not account for the vast majority of cases of 
eczema. He suggested that it was as commdn in 
white dogs that were washed once a week, as it 
was in black dogs that were probably not washed 
once a year. He agreed that one had cases of 
eczema associated with fleas, etc., but one was 
constantly coming in contact with cases of 
eczema in which one could not find any evidence 
of external irritation. 

He agreed that many cases of demodectic 
mange were cured. But the practitioner might 
not realise that he was dealing with this con- 
dition unless he took the trouble to take a scrap- 
ing, and in that event neither would he realise 
that he had had a recovery from it. 

The PRESIDENT (Captain R. J. Stow) said that he 
should like to congratulate Mr. Holmes on his 
very concise paper. 

Quite early on in his paper the essayist 
mentioned that in his sulphur and oil dressing he 
used rape oil, but he (the President) had always 
been in the habit of using train oil, and he had 
found that combination a very excellent dressing. 

Mr. Holmes had mentioned also that he used 
calamine and zinc lotion where there was a lot 
of irritation, but he did not say if he used that 
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before or during the employment of sulphur 
dressing. 

In regard to cases of moist eczema, he thought 
one important type of case had been omitted, 
and that was irritation of the anal glands. 

A MEMBER expressed agreement with Major 
Taylor’s observations concerning follicular mange 
in hounds. One often saw a case or two in the 
kennels, but he had never known an outbreak 
amongst hounds; therefore he thought that folli- 
cular mange could not really be contagious. 

Lieut.-Colonel G. F. Knorr was particularly 
interested in another of Major Taylor’s observa- 
tions, viz., his experience of the treatment of 
alopecia by castration. Some years ago he had 
to castrate a lot of camels, three or four years of 
age; the next year no one would have recognised 
them as the same animals, they had grown such 
enormously long hair. Thus it seemed that 
castration had that effect. 

Could Mr. Holmes tell him of a simple method 
of finding sarcoptic mange, merely with the aid 
of the microscope? 

Dr. J. McCunn observed that improvement in 
coat and skin followed rejuvenation operations. 
This had been his experience following both 
Voronoff and Steinach operations. 

One racing greyhound, a 1926 dog, was 
admitted to hospital suffering from premature old 
age, eczema, and an_ apparently incurable 
eczematous condition of the tail. A Voronoff 
operation was performed, and within three weeks 
a remarkable improvement took place. This 
improvement continued, the dog was able to 
resume racing, and he had performed most suc- 
cessfully. This operation was performed two- 
and-a-half years ago, and to-day, the dog’s 
general condition was excellent. 

He desired to ask Mr. Holmes in what percent- 


age of normal dogs could mange parasites be 
found? He remembered Dr. Sequira saying that 
the demodex could be found in almost all 
humans. The human demodex was first cousin 
to the dog one, and something similar might 
occur. Dr. Sequira advised treating cases with 


2 per cent. solution of copper sulphate. He 
believed that this treatment was originally pro- 
pounded by Dr. Sambon. 


THE REPLY 

Mr. Ho_MeEs expressed thanks for the way in 
which members had received his paper, and said 
that he would, as far as possible, reply to the 
various questions which had been raised in the 
discussion. In reply to Major Kirk, Mr. Holmes 
said that he had used Odylen and also Odylen 
and Arcyl in the treatment of follicular mange, 


but he was not of the opinion that he had 
obtained any better results than with other 
methods. The case of the Pekingese noted by 


Major Kirk was an interesting one. Major Kirk 
had mentioned the blue colouration of the skin: 
the slate blue colouration of the skin was a well 
recognised character associated with follicular 
mange. 

Mr. Gray had mentioned that he had given no 
clinical account of the symptoms of sarcoptic 
mange. He (Mr. Holmes) did not do so because 
he had already exceeded the time allotted to his 
paper. He agreed with Mr. Gray that the sarcopt 
was not always easily found. Mr. Gray did not 
recommend the washing of dogs affected with 
follicular mange. He (Mr. Holmes) did not see 
any objection to this procedure. The speaker 
maintained that there were two clinical types of 
ringworm. He presumed that when Mr. Gray 
referred to there being six forms, he intended to 
convey types differentiated by cultural methods. 
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Mr. Gray had spoken of the use of argent. nit. 
in cancroid of the upper lip of the cat. He 
(Mr. Holmes) had used this line of treatment 
in other forms of chronic eczema and certainly 
with beneficial results. 

In reply to Major Taylor, he had not tried 
castration for alopecia, except when it was 
carried out at the owner’s request in one par- 
ticular case of seborrhoea, associated with 
alopecia, and certainly in that case the symptoms 
appeared to abate somewhat. Theoretically this 
was rather the opposite to what one would antici- 
pate. 

Major Taylor had asked him if follicular mange 
was contagious. He had not observed any case 
in which he could definitely say that contagion 
had taken place, and he did not regard it as a 
contagious disease, although, as he had remarked 
in his paper, much research was still necessary in 
this disease. 

Major Taylor had also asked him if he had any 
reason to regard eczema as a manifestation of an 
internal catarrh; except for the fact that the 
vitality of the patient was low as the result of the 
catarrh, he could not say that he had definitely 
associated the two conditions. 

Answering Captain Balls, he would not like to 
be dogmatic regarding the incubation period of 
canine and feline ringworm, but arguing by 
analogy, from cases in which he had observed 
spread to man, he was of the opinion that it was 
from a fortnight to three weeks, as a minimum. 

Responding to Professor Wright, ‘“ thyroid 
alopecia” was certainly a name he had coined 
himself in an attempt to classify skin diseases 
into groups. He had certainly not observed 
hyperplasia, however, and agreed with Professor 
Wright in that respect. Nevertheless, a high 
degree of nervousness was usually associated 
with the condition. 

Professor Wright had expressed disagreement 
with his assertion that eczema was usually of 
external origin. That was just a matter of 
difference in opinion. They had taken scrapings 
from hundreds of dogs, and in no single instance 
had he found the demodex. except in cases 
showing symptoms of follicular mange. 

In reference to the President’s observation, he 
did not consider there was any marked differ- 
ence in the value of train oil and rape oil in the 
treatment of sarcoptic mange. Whale oil, how- 
ever, was a different matter, for samples of this 
appeared to vary greatly, and it was not unusual 
to get dermatitis as a result. He used the zinc 
and calamine lotion in the intervals between oily 
treatment. 

Colonel Knott had asked for a simple method 
of finding the sarcopt, without the use of a centri- 
fuge. Mr. Holmes expressed the opinion that 


while a centrifuge was of great assistance, its . 


use was by no means essential. He suggested 
that the hair and superficial scab should be 
removed from a suitable site, and placed in a test 
tube, with lig. potasse. The skin was then 
painted with the same liquid, and a scraping 
made, going deep enough to draw blood (it was 
essential to make a deep scraping), the scraping 
being simply mixed with a little liq. potasse, 
covered with a cover glass and examined under 
the two-thirds objective. The material in the 
test tube might be boiled and allowed to stand for 
the night to sediment. If Colonel Knott wished 
to carry out the sugar flotation method, it was 
only necessary to draw the supernatant fluid and 
then to half fill the test tube with water, and 
finally, to completely fill with concentrated sugar 
solution (a pound in twelve ounces), inverting 
several times to insure mixing, and then allowing 





Clinical Communications 


SIX CALVES AT ONE CALVING 


H. V. LOW, M.rR.c.v.s. 
NORWICH 

A client of mine had a cow of the Friesian 
breed that had two dead (seven months) calves 
on May 13th, 1988, at 11 p.m. On May 14th, 
1933, at 4 p.m., the cow had two more dead 
calves and died during the night. The knacker, 
who removed the carcass and made the post- 
mortem, informed the owner that he found two 
more calves when he opened the cow. I think 
this must be a world’s record, and there are 
witnesses to prove that it was so: six calves, in 
all, at one calving. 


o_o Record? 


Whilst writing, I may mention that a short 
time ago I had to visit a farm to attend a difli- 
cult calving case, and found the calf with only 
the head born. With great difficulty, I was 
successful in getting the calf away. It appeared 
to me that it was the largest calf I had ever 
seen at birth. I therefore requested the owner 
to put it on his seales, and the careass just 


missed ¥ eighing 13 stones (182 Ibs.). 
a 


RUPTURE OF THE DIAPHRAGM 
IN THE DOG 


H. V. LOW, M.n.c.v.s. 
NorwIicu 

On June 8rd I was ealled in to see a wire- 
haired fox terrier bitch that had been run over 
by a motor, Finding the animal in a state of 
collapse, I gave a stimulant, and a hot bath. 
Next morning the patient appeared much 
brighter, but refused all food, and absolutely 
refused to be fed. She lived to June 6th, when 
she just quietly passed away. The post-mortem 
showed a rupture of the diaphragm, more than 
half the liver and a large portion of the small 
intestines having passed through the rupture. 
Also, there was a quantity of blood in the 
thoracic cavity. The wonderful feature of this 
case is, how did the little dog live for four days, 

under the above conditions? : 


to ston for . a few hours, when the mites would 
be found on the surface. 

Dr. McCunn had mentioned the effect of the 
rejuvenation operation in connection with an 
improved growth of hair. He (Mr. Holmes) had 
the opportunity of seeing the cases to which Dr. 
McCunn referred, and they were certainly very 
interesting. 

In further reply to Dr. McCunn, he stated that 
it was not his experience to find parasitic acari 
on normal dogs, or unassociated with lesions. 

In conclusion, he wished again to state that all 
skin diseases should be considered parasitic 
until, by a very thorough examination, including 
microscopic examination, they were proved 
otherwise. 
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Abstracts 


{Human and Bovine Infections in Bone and 
Joint Tuberculosis. (Their Proportional Fre- 
quency in South-West Scotland.)  GrirFiru, 
A.S., and Summers, G. J. 1933. Lancet, 1, xvi, 
pp. 875-6. Tables 2.| 
The more keenly the veterinary surgeon is 

aware of the gravity of the problem of infection 
of the human subject by the bovine type of 
tubercle bacillus, the more conscious is he that 
mere generalisation in regard to incidence is not 
enough, and that convincement of Authority as 
to the urgency of the question is dependent upon 
the provision of statistical proof. 

The data here furnished were yielded by an 
investigation of material obtained from patients 
suffering from bone and joint tuberculosis under 
treatment in St. Andrew’s Home, on the Isle of 
Cumbrae, in the Firth of Clyde, the patients 
being drawn from counties in the middle west 
und south of Scotland. The enquiry covered a 
period of three-and-a-half years from January, 
1929, to October, 1982, and dealt with all the 
cases of bone and joint tuberculosis admitted to 
the Home in which accessible abscesses had 
formed. The total number of cases examined 
was 86, and from 81 of these cultures of tubercle 
bacilli were obtained, The strains from 54 of 
the cases were of the human type, while from 
the remaining 27 (33°3 per cent.) they were of 
the bovine type and fully virulent for rabbits. 
Of the 81 cases, 37 were in children under ten 
years of age, and of these 21, or 56°8 per cent., 
were caused by bovine bacilli. Of the remain- 
ing 44 cases (persons ten years and over), only 
six, or 13°6 per cent., were found to be bovine 
infections, 

Particular interest attaches to the abstracts 
given from clinical records of twelve patients 
infected with bovine tubercle bacilli, either for 
the severity or the duration of the tuberculous 
process, or for other reasons, Four of the total 
number (27) of cases infected with bovine batilli 
have died of tuberculosis, giving 14°8 per cent. 
deaths. Of the total number of cases (54) in- 
fected with human bacilli, 13 have died of 
tuberculosis, giving 24:1 per cent. deaths. 

An informative table, giving the proportional 
frequency of the human and bovine types of 
tubercle bacilli at various age periods, shows 
that two-thirds of the affected children under 
five, and more than half of those under ten 
years of age were infected with bovine tubercle 
bacilli. 

In this series of 81 cases the bones of the 
vertebral column and the hip-joints were most 
frequently the seats of tuberculosis. The per- 
centage of bovine infections in the cases of 
spinal caries (81) was 25°8; in hip-joint cases 
the percentage bovine was 36. It is curious to 
note that whereas the former percentage figure 
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is practically the same as that for spinal cases 
in the much larger English series, viz., 25:5, the 
latter is nearly twice that—viz., 19°5—for hip 
cases in England. W. B. 
% * * x + 
|Grass Tetany and “ Railroad Fever.’’ (Trans. 
title.) DéTREz. (1933). Recueil de Méd. Vet. 
de l’Ecole d’Alfort, clx. No. 3. 144-149.) 


From observations upon numerous cases of 
both these diseases, the author draws attention 
to a possible common origin, the disease in each 
case occurring in an animal in good condition. 

He gives details of five cases of grass tetany 
and four cases of “ railroad fever,’’ together 
with their treatment. He particularly draws 
attention to the increase of guanidine in the 
blood as common to both diseases (an average 
of 40°6 mmegr. in the cases of grass tetany and 
40°4 mmer. in the cases of “ railroad fever ’’). 

All nine animals were milking cows in good 
condition, 

Treatment by calcium gluconate (Sandoz) was 
effective in relieving both conditions, but death 
occurred in those cows attacked just a day or 
so before calving term, from septic metritis due 
to retained membranes. He recommends large 
doses in selected cases (100 gr.). 

Both diseases are summarised as being ‘‘ a 
guanidine intoxication with neuro-muscular 
hypervesthesia and intoxication of nerve centres.” 

Common symptoms for both diseases are: in- 
auppetence, accompanied by a variable tetany, 
which may be manifested by a complete cover- 
ing of the eyeball by the nictitating membrane, 
as in true tetanus, This tetany may be followed 
by violent clonic spasms; death appears to 
occur during one of these crises, from apnea. 
Opisthotony and incodrdination of movement 
generally accompany the tetanic symptoms. 
Secondary symptoms are sweating, hurried 
breathing, peripheral vaso-constriction, anuria 
and tympany. 

Determining causes are plethora, heat and 
greatly increased muscular activity. The 
disease is never seen in quiet, stabled animals; 
in particular, grass tetany subjects are often 
nymphomaniacs, cows coming into cstrum, or 
animals having a considerable distance to travel 
to pasturage. Heat causes higher concentration 
of toxic by-products in blood (through sweating) 
and adversely affects the eliminating organs 
(liver and kidneys), which are already over 
taxed through plethora and increased muscular 
activity. All factors combine to produce tetany, 
and a parathyroid deficiency, when equilibrium 
is lost, 

Various cerebro-spinal symptoms are men- 
tioned: hypersensitiveness of the retina, an 
S-shaped curvature of the spine through a stag- 
like carriage of the head, and lateral curvature 
of the spine. No bone lesions were found. 

Ve We 
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| Cooking as a Means of making Tuberculous 
Meat Fit for use. (Trans. title.) Posprecu. 
1933). Tierdrztl. Rundsch. 39. No. 9. pp. 
145-147. 6 refs.] 


Is the flesh of tuberculous animals dangerous 
for human consumption? Although since Koch 
(1901) expressed doubt as to the danger of such 
meat for human use, much work has been done, 
there still exists a disagreement of opinion on 
this point. 

Inspection with regard to tuberculosis is ex- 
ceedingly rigorous in Germany, and it is recom- 
mended that all condemned meat sold through 
the Freibank should be cooked. This, however, 
can only be carried out at those modern abattoirs 
which are large enough and are equipped with 
sterilising apparatus, and is not possible in the 
smaller townships. The author, quoting exten- 
sively from the literature, states that the 
cooking of flesh from tuberculous animals is use- 
less and unnecessary since (1) according to 
Miiller, tuberculosis spreads chiefly by the 
lymphatie stream and the blood is usually free 
from bacilli. Even if the bacilli are found in 
the blood stream it is difficult to detect them in 
muscle, ie., septicemia and muscle infection do 
not go hand in hand; (2) Findel showed that in 
order to set up infection in guinea-pigs by inges- 
tion it was necessary to give a dose of 400 
million bacilli. 

The author concludes that since the flesh of 
heavily infected animals is likely to harbour 
only a comparatively small number of bacilli, 
the source of infection is insignificant. 

N. S. B. 


x 7 7 * * 

[Observations concerning Conservation and 
Xolouration of Meat and Fish by Chemical 
Products, (Trans. title.) Nicoras (1933). 
Recueil de Méd. Vét. de l’Ecole dAlfort, cix. 
No. 6, 321-332.) 


French laws are quoted, and it is mentioned 
that the war necessitated a relaxation of these 
measures, to ensure conservation of foods, The 
various lawful substances for use in food pre- 
servation (common salt, saltpetre, sodium 
bicarbonate) are dealt with, and their probable 
action explained. Colouring matters for food 
chiefly used in France are cochineal and natural 
vegetable colours (gamboge and = aconitum 
napellus excepted), and must be used for the 
entire product (e.g., contents of a sausage and 
its envelope). Synthetic colours can only be 
used for envelopes. 

Of chemical products which may not be used 
for food preservation, four are dealt with in 
detail: benzoic acid, boric acid (or borax), 
formaldehyde, and sulphurous acid, and their 
derivatives, if any. The use of these unlawful 
chemicals is more frequent outside France, 
according to the author, and when their use in 
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imported articles has been stopped the importers 
have carefully stated that their product is free 
from chemical preservatives, but that unless 
immediately used they cannot be responsible for 
subsequent deterioration, 

Various tests to detect the presence of un- 
lawful chemicals in food products are discussed, 
Those applying to synthetic colouring matter are 
often most laborious. 

CS. ¥. Ws: 


* * * * * 


[A Case of Tuberculous Ulceration of the 
Stomach in the Horse. (Trans. _ Title). 
BLANCHARD, DABRIGEON, NOUVEL, ET VEDEL. 1933. 
Recueil de Méd. Vét. de l'Ecole d’Alfort.  cix. 
No. 6. 338-340. ] 

In 1932, of 72,364 horses slaughtered in Paris, 
only seven cases of tuberculosis were found 
(0-00096 per cent.). Of 200 cases cited in veteri- 
nary literature, only one showing gastric lesions 
has been described (Schmid). Such cases, there- 
fore, are very rare. 

Of lesions found, lungs were extensively 
affected with miliary tuberculosis (weight 
27 kgms.). Gastric lymph glands of the lesser 
curvature of the stomach were caseous, more or 
less continuous, and adherent to a large portion 
of the stomach itself. On opening the stomach, 
the ulcerated part was found in the pyloric por- 
tion, and conforming to lesions in the external 
glands. Bronchial and mediastinal lymph glands 
were massively caseated, Microscopical and 
macrosecopical descriptions of lesions are given. 

Culture methods of typing failed, but inocula- 
tion tests into guinea-pigs and rabbits suggested 
the bovine type. 

Stomach ulcer was thought to be a primary 
lesion, and distribution of lesions is discussed. 

The outstanding feature of the case was the 
localisation to the stomach and chest cavity in 
face of such gross lesions there, and huge 
numbers of germs found microscopically, ‘ the 
lungs having formed an insurmountable barrier.’ 

x Vs We 


2 





The register of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons for 1877, contains the names of 51 
graduates of veterinary colleges in England and 
Scotland who were at that time practising in the 
United States. In the same year, there were 25 
graduates of New York City veterinary schools, 
28 graduates of the Ontario Veterinary College, 
and ten graduates of the Montreal Veterinary 
College practising in the United States, making 
altogether 114 veterinary graduates practising in 
this country at that time, not counting a few from 
German schools and a smaller number from 
French schools. The total number, however, 
could not have been much in excess of 114, since 
in the list of the R.C.V.S., the names of graduates 
were included back until 1812. Presumably a 
majority of those graduating prior to 1850 were 
not at that time in practice, and this probably 
offsets the number of German and_ French 
veterinary graduates in this country.—Vet. Med. 
Chicago. 
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Report 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE IN 
THE BECHUANALAND 
PROTECTORATE 


Foot-and-mouth disease was first diagnosed 
in the Bechuanaland Protectorate four miles 
south-west of Francistown on January 21st, 
1933. Mr. W. H. Chase, Chief Veterinary 
Officer, kindly supplies an official report, des- 
ecribing the distribution of infection throughout 
the territory and the measures adopted to cope 
with it. All permits for export and animal 
movements within the territory were iminedi- 
ately cancelled, and a _ standstill order was 
enforced throughout the Tati and Bamangwato 
Reserve, Police cordons were established, and 
intensive inspections were carried out; but it 
was soon found necessary to adopt the method 
of inoculation introduced in 1931 by Mr. 
L. E. W. Bevan in Rhodesia, where it had been 
successfully applied to 185,000 head of cattle 
and had largely contributed to the control 
and early elimination of the disease from 
that country. The method, which is des- 
eribed in the Transactions of the Royal Society 
of ro Medicine and Hygiene, Vol. xxii, 
No. 2, 1932, was based upon certain peculiarities 
presented by the disease under Rhodesian con- 
ditions, and consisted of the collection of virus 
in the blood of suitable animals into glycerine- 
citrate solution. After an appropriate interval, 
24 cc. of the mixture were injected into the 
nostrils of susceptible cattle. The treated 
animals were then closely herded, in order that 
those which failed to “take” as the result of 
inoculation might become infected by contact. 

The Senior Veterinary Officer of Matabele- 
land therefore visited Francistown on two 
occasions to give advice and assistance, and 
later Mr, A. S. MeChlery, M.r.c.v.s., with four 
Stock Inspectors well trained in inoculation work 
in Rhodesia, were lent for duty in the Protec- 
torate, At first, some difficulty was experienced 
in obtaining suitable virus, but this was event- 
ually overcome and the work was soon well in 
hand, with the result that, at the time the first 
report was written, 70,000 head had been inocu- 
lated in the Tati and 15,000 head on the 
Baralong farms and elsewhere, It is stated 
that in five to ten days after nasal injection, in 
the majority of cases, 25 to 45 per cent. of 
inoculated animals showed visible reactions 
either on the feet or mouth, or both, and that 
ten days to a fortnight after, a “ wave of infec- 
tion’ spread through many of the remaining 
animals, indicating infection from contact. <A 
percentage of the herds. roughly 10 to 15 per 
cent, showed nothing, which is accounted for by 
the fact that they probably suffered only from 
a thermal reaction or had a natural immunity. 
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The results of inoculation in Bechuanaland 
appear to have differed in many respects from 
those obtained in Rhodesia, possibly because the 
process, as originally recommended, was not 
strictly adhered to. Mr. Chase describes some- 
what alarming lesions following the inoculation 
with “ pure blood, freshly drawn and without 
preservative,’’ but elsewhere suggests that the 
virus in Bechuanaland ‘‘ had become attenu- 
ated.” He also describes the use of glycerine, 
which, in the original formula, was added as a 
preservative, but which he regards as a means 
of attenuating the virus. Instead of the 838 per 
cent., which had given satisfactory results in 
Southern Rhodesia, he reduced the proportion 
to 10 per cent, ‘‘ in order to obtain stronger 
reactions.’’ The keeping quality of the mixture 
was thereby reduced, so that virus drawn on 
March 23rd had become putrid on March 380th. 
It may be mentioned that b!ood-virus preserved 
in the manner originally prescribed remained 
viable for many months. 

Owing to the difficult nature of the country 
traversed, and the vast areas to be supplied, 
the Veterinary Officer in charge, although work- 
ing at high pressure, had the greatest difficulty 
in maintaining supplies of virus to the various 
inoculation centres. This difficulty was partially 
overcome by increasing the usual three litres 
from oxen and two litres from cows, to as much 
as ten litres from big native oxen in good condi- 
tion. It would appear that some of these diffi- 
culties might have been avoided have been 
overcome had a stock of standardised virus been 
maintained at a central station, to be issued as 
and when required. 

Mr. James Walker, 0.8.£., M.R.C.v.S., is at 
present carrying out the duties of Government 
Veterinary Oflicer in the Southern Protectorate, 
and is stationed at Gaberones, where a number 
of cattle have been placed at his disposal for 
experimental work; and three veterinary sur- 
geons have sailed from Great Britain and were 
expected to arrive in Mafeking on May 7th, to 
assist in the field. 








RELATIVE FOOD VALUE OF MILK 


“Compared with Europe,” says the Lancet, 
‘America is a country of milk drinkers. Wide 
publicity is given to the food value of milk. It is 
calculated by Professor Rosenau, of Harvard, that 
a quart of milk is equal as a source of energy to 
any of the following: two pounds of salt cod fish, 
three pounds of fresh cod fish, five pounds of 
turnips, four-fifths of a pound of chicken, six 
pounds of squash, nine and one-half oranges, three 
to four pounds of lean beef, two pounds of 
potatoes, six pounds of spinach, seven pounds of 
lettuce, four pounds of cabbage, eight eggs, or 
four and one-half pounds of lobster.” 

* * * * * 


Mr. Frank C. Minoprio has been elected presi- 
dent of the Hackney Horse Society for the year, 
and Mr. Edgar H. Q. Henriques president-elect. 
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N.V.M.A. Divisional Reports 


MID-WEST AND SOUTH WALES 
V.M.A.* 


Discussion at Bath on Report of Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk 





A meeting of the above Division was held at 
“The Old Red House,” Bath, on Friday, 
May 5th, when Captain J. R. Hewer occupied the 
chair and there were also present : Captain W. A. 
Austin, Captain J. J. Aveston, Messrs. J. W. 
Baxter and E, C, Bovett, Captain IF. J. Eardley. 
Captain J. Fox, Mr. B. H. Gale, Major J. G. EF. 
Gallie, Messrs. C. R. Golledge and L. St. Bel 
(rolledge, Captain A, F. Good, Lieut.-Colonel 
G. KE. Henson, Mr. F.C. Hobbs, Captain 
J. Howard Jones, Messrs, T. J. Margarson, R. 
Moore and C. Kk. Perry (Hon, Secretary), Cap- 
tain J. C. S. Powell, Messrs. C. J. Pugh, W. D. 
Rees and Wm. Scott, Major E. E. Seldon, 
Messrs. G, H. Thomas, E. J. Thorburn, F, Tonar, 
(. Digby Watkins, W. R. Watson and H. C. 
Wilkins. Mr. H. Gooch, Sir Frederick Hobday 
(Hon, Associate), and Captain W. K. Townson 
were present as visitors. 

On the proposition of Mr. JONEs, seconded by 
Mr. Austin, it was resolved that the minutes 
of the last meeting, as published in the Record, 
be confirmed, 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
President, Mr. J. R. Barker, who was engaged 
in an important legal case, and from Mr. Rutter. 

Correspondence.—Letters were read from: 
(1) Mr. A, EF, Roberts, thanking the Division for 
electing him as an Honorary Member: (2) Sir 
Krederick Hobday, thanking the Division for 
their congratulations upon his recent honour; 
(3) from the National Association, asking that 
a local representative be appointed to co-operate 
with the Editorial Committee in reporting on 
matters from the area of general interest to the 
profession. The Secretary, Mr. Charles” EF. 
Perry, Was appointed to this position of 
Hon. Correspondent to the Veterinary Record. 

Arising out of the last item, Mr. Perry read 
a letter from a member of the Association who 
had been fined for keeping dogs with an insuffi- 
cient number of licences, and the newspaper 
reports of the case, After some little discussion, 
it was decided to bring the imatter before the 
“ National,’ as of general interest to practi- 
tioners, for their advice and requisite action, 
the case being one of special interest to practi- 
tioners accustomed to “ boarding ’’ dogs: the 
inagistrates having convicted in respect of a 
* boarder ” on the grounds that the practitioner 
Should have a licence in respect of all dogs kept 
by him, whether his own or other people's. 








* Received for publication, May 8th; insertion 
postponed at the request of the Division. 
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Report from Council Meeting. 

The Secretary read the amended scale of 
minimum fees recommended to be adopted 
by the members, and it was agreed that this 
amended seale be printed and circulated 
among members, with a view to general dis- 
cussion at the next meeting. 

It was resolved that the sum of £5 5s. be 
donated from the funds of the Association 
to the late Professor Stenhouse Williams 
Meinorial Fund, 


Discussion on Report of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk 


ADDRESS BY Mr. J. W. HALL MASHETER 


The discussion on this subject was opened by 
Mr. J. W. Hatt MASHETER, who began by 
making reference to a recent broadcast talk by 
Mr. J. B, Priestly, and continued: In developing 
his theme Mr, Priestly asked ‘Are you 
afraid of losing your job? He was not afraid 
of losing his job, as he had not a job to 
lose. Neither am I, I have one to lose, but if I 
lost that job it would not inconvenience me 
much—as that work of examining cows under 
the Tuberculosis Order and the Milk and Dairies 
Order is only a side-line in my task of earning ¢ 
living—but is it so with others? Is not this job 
of examining cows, if taken away from them, 
going seriously to inconvenience many in our 
profession if the recommendations of the Re- 
organisation Commission for Milk are carried 
out? I say emphatically that it is, and I am 
privileged to say so because many of my corre- 
spendents state that they will be very badly hit. 

I think I cannot do better than to give you 
the résumé of the letters I received in answer 
to mine, asking for the views of the Veterinary 
Profession in England and Wales, on the recom- 
mendation of the Grigg Commission as to whole- 
time service. This résumé was embodied in a 
petition to the Council of the National Veteri- 
nary Medical Association, which I will now 
read :— 





° 

“To begin with I wish to state emphatically 
that there is no animus either by myself or my 
correspondents against practitioners who are at 
present holding whole-time appointments under 
County Councils. 

“This protest is directed solely against the 
idea that the work under the Tuberculosis Order 
and the Milk and Dairies Order can be done more 
efficiently and more economically by whole-time 
men than by part-time men, and the gross 
injustice of replacing part-time men, who have 
hitherto done the work so successfully, by whole- 
time men. For over 50 years the part-time man 
has borne the brunt of the fight against disease, 
and the profession should be proud of the stal- 
warts who, in addition to their private practice, 
have cleared the animal world of many of its 
worst infections and contagious diseases. They 
were part-time men or private practitioners, 
remember, and I have no hesilation in saying 
of the present part-time men, and of practitioners 
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who hold no public appointments, that ‘the 
mantle of Elijah has fallen upon Elisha.’ 

“It is inconceivable that these men, who have 
been the first line of defence against disease for 
the last three or four decades, should be ousted 
from their positions—positions they have filled 
with credit, and to the satisfaction of the public— 
at short notice, simply because the Chairman of 
the Reorganisation Commission for Milk has been 
misled by biased professional opinion. I have 
no hesitation in saying that the Grigg Commis- 
sion has been wronly advised, and [ have to ask, 
in justice to the part-time man, and the country 
practitioner who ought to be a part-lime man, 
that a strong, and a very strong stand should be 
made by the National Veterinary Medical 
Association—and through them by the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, who 
represent, or should represent, the whole of the 
Veterinary Profession, and in particular’ the 
general practitioners, who form the bulk of their 
constituents, and who are in country practice— 
against this bureaucratic recommendation. 


“It is not that the men are incapable—they are 
most capable, for the simple reason that it is a 
case of ‘the survival of the fittest,’ for there is 
no doubt that if an incapable man attempts 
country practice he is doomed to failure. Who 
is, or who can be more capable of carrying out 
these duties than the established veterinary sur- 
geon in country practice, who has made, of 
necessity, his life work the study of the diseases 
of the bovine? 

“The gradual building up of a Veterinary 
Health Service has been due to the efficiency of 
the man in country practice, and the emoluments 
from that service have been anything from a 
quarter to half of his income. These fees since 
1921, when ‘ the bottom fell out’ of all trades and 
occupations, have been his mainstay. Since that 
date his fees from farming practice have been 
carried over, quarter by quarter, receiving here a 
little and there a little on account, and in 
numerous cases the debt has been wiped out by 
Bankruptcy or Deeds of Assignment on the part 
of his client. I have had many of these in the 
last year or two, and according to the numerous 
letters I have received, most country practi- 
tioners are in the same boat. Is it fair—is there 
any justice in taking away the mainstay of the 
country veterinary practitioner. What will be 
the result? 

“The result will be, and I give this warning 
with all the seriousness I can command (and this 
warning is borne out by my correspondents) that 
the country, as apart from towns, will be denuded 
of veterinary practitioners. This has already 
commenced in certain districts. In one district, 
according to a correspondent, there were five 
practitioners; now there is only one. Three 
death vacancies have not been filled, and on 
account of whole-time service, another has left 
the district. 

“ This I venture to predict will be the fate of 
many more if the recommendations of the Grigg 
Commission are carried out. It is the writing 
on the wall, and unless the Government of our 
profession makes a tirm stand against that recom- 
mendation, bureaucracy is the only future of our 
profession—a Soviet régime is inevitable. 

“1 do not wish to stress! the matter too much—— 
this is the gist of the letters I have received. If 
the appointment of whole-time officials is per- 
sisted in, a crisis will arise in the profession 
which will possibly mean an end to all country 
practice, and the position of the schools will be 
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impossible without Government aid—and we 
know what a broken reed that is.” 

That was the petition. 

The May North American Veterinarian states 
that the end of country practice is rapidly 
taking place in the American States owing to 
the appointment of State Veterinary Officers. 

I will now proceed further in opening this 
discussion, and, of necessity, it will involve some 
repetition, The main paragraph I wish to 
criticise is :— 

“ While we do not wish to disparage the work 
carried out by veterinary surgeons in private 
practice and employed part-time by Local 
Authorities, we are satisfied, by evidence put 
before us, that this work should be in the hands 
of officers employed whole-time by County or 
County Borough Councils.” 


That, gentlemen, I consider to be the greatest 
insult ever offered to this or any other profes- 
sion. This insult has been deliberately offered 
by a Parliamentary Commission to the members 
of a profession who, up to the present time, have 
safeguarded the interests of the nation—have 
removed from its midst many infectious and 
contagious diseases, some conmunicable to man, 
and who are now considered to be ‘ back 
numbers ”: these men are to be relegated to the 
limbo of the past—they are ‘ also rans.’’ All 
their knowledge and experience has to give way 
gradually—I like that ‘“ gradually ’’—to the 
young whole-time man who, in the words of a 
correspondent, ‘“ will have bags of assurance, 
very little tact, and no experience.”’ 

The Commission shelter themselves behind the 
words “ by evidence put before us.”” Who gave 
this evidence? It must certainly have been 
comprehensive, as it included over’ one 
thousand members of the Veterinary Profes- 
sion—a great majority of the practitioners in 
England and Wales—in its wide-flung con- 
demnation of the ability of members of the 
Veterinary Profession to carry out the work 
they were taught, and who have spent their 
lives in perfecting it. Anyhow, it was effec- 
tive, for the verdict of the Grigg Commission 
was that this work should be in the hands of 
Officers—not practitioners—not members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons—but 
Officers, employed whole-time by county and 
county borough councils, 

And secondly: “ As to Uniformity of Inspec- 
tion.’’ There were, in 1931, 3,800,000 cows in 
milk, dry cows in-calf and heifers in-calf in 
Kngland and Wales. What is the best method 
of dealing with the inspection of this enormous 
number? It is impossible for 300 men, as recom- 
inended by the Grigg Commission, to examine 
4,000,000 cattle (that is, 13,000 each) once a year 
—yet at least two inspections are recommended. 
On that point alone, the whole-time scheme as 
recommended must fail, because if every cow is 
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not thoroughly examined it is an_ inefficient 
examination, and worthless from the point of 
view for which it is intended, viz., detection of 
disease, 

In the perfect method of inspection, not more 
than 4,000 cows to a man should be the number 
aimed at, and even that number could not be 
examined more than three times a year with 
any efficiency: and it would take a thousand 
men to do it. This thousand men would com- 
prise the entire profession in England and Wales 
who are in country practice, who, by their 
training and experience, are the ideal inspectors, 
They know the producers, and the producers 
know them, They know how to treat each man 
tactfully, and the producers will more than 
meet them half-way. There is much truth in 
what Dr. Hare says: ‘*‘ Uniformity of inspection 
should not be the criterion aimed at,’’ for the 
producer can make or mar the success of any 
scheme, He can, if he cares to do so, make 
these examinations a farce. He can, and does, 
prefer to work in consultation with a veterinary 
practitioner conversant with his individual and 
collective circumstances, and the best service 
our profession can give, which is most likely to 
provide a happy solution to the problem defined 
by the Commission, is one which is in harmony 
with the customs, mental capacities, and ideals 
of the milk producer, 

I think we may leave out boroughs in our 
consideration of inspections, as 132 whole- and 
part-time men inspect the 84,000 cows under this 
category—700 each—although this leaves 
27,448 cows in 84 boreughs uninspected, but it 
would not be difficult to get 84 town practi- 
tioners to do the work (300 each). This leaves 
2,073,187 cows and heifers in 45 counties in 
England and Wales without any inspection. Six 
counties have 26 whole-time men and eight coun- 
ties have 64 part-time men—or had when the 
Grigg Commission was sitting, but one or two 
counties have dropped their part-time men since 
then and have replaced them by whole-timers. 

Counties, of course, vary in size and cow con- 
tent, and it is difficult to strike an average, but 
[ estimate that the whole of the 1,000 men 
available could, with advantage to the nation 


and a varying degree of advantage to them- 


selves, be employed in this work. 

It must be remembered, too, that these 1,000 
men are substantial rate and taxpayers and if, 
as in one district since whole-time service com- 
menced, five practitioners have been reduced to 
one, there is going to be a considerable amount 
of rateable value of premises lost to local and 
seneral taxation. 

It is admitted by one whole-time officer that 
‘Routine work such as dairy herd inspection 
and tuberculin testing could be carried out as 
efficiently, if not more so ’’—(I should think so) 
—‘by experienced practitioners as by young 
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whole-time officers, and it must not be forgotten 
that part-time service would ensure the services 
of a veterinary surgeon to many areas where a 
practitioner could not eke out a livelihood with- 
out the extra income from local authority work.’’ 

This again condemns the whole-time system 
as being a menace to most country practices— 
in fact it wipes them out—and if country prac- 
tice is wiped out what becomes of the farming 
community? The farmers would be worse off 
than they are at present, and that is bad enough 
in all conscience. Quackery would become ram- 
pant and the medicine vendors would have the 
time of their lives. Yet the Executive of the 
National Farmers’ Union press their members 
who are members of a county council to insist. 
upon the appointment of whole-time officers. 

The whole-time system therefore repercusses 
on country veterinary practices and on the 
farming community. How will it affect the 
schools? Towns cannot take more men, veteri- 
nary surgeons will not take up country practice, 
only a very few graduates will be required to 
replace time expired men in whole-time service, 
Colonial service, the Army, or research work. 
The repercussion on the schools will be such 
that they will close, and even whole-time service 
will not be able to obtain recruits. 

This is a reductio ad absurdum with a ven- 
geance, but if apparently absurd it is logical, and 
the greater part is, in my view, within the 
bounds of possibility. 

Thirdly, let us look on the opposite side of the 
picture I have sketched for you. Let us turn 
to constructive measures and try to convince 
the powers that be, that a very effective service 
can be constructed out of the splendid material 
which lies at the door of every local authority— 
the man who, owing to his very existence, is an 
expert on the diseases of cattle. There cannot 
be any doubt that the man who can make a 
living in the hard school of country practice has 
proved himself to be efficient—it is a hard school, 
and only the competent* survive. Therefore he 
is the ideal of what an inspector for these duties 
should be. 

I think we can prove, too, that this service is 
not expensive. In that case, efficiency and 
economy would be the result of @ sane policy. 
I believe it has been stated by the Ministers 
concerned that the part-time service as carried 
out in Gloucestershire is both effective and 
economical. I know that the County Council is 
satisfied with the work we do. I know, too, that 
the health of the herds has improved since the 
inspections were instituted in 1926. The part- 
time system of inspection has been tried and 
has not been found wanting. 

It may be that we have done this work too 
economically—like everybody else, we would 
like a little more—and if the hope of the Grigg 
Commission is fulfilled, that is, that it may be 
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found possible for the Minister of Health’s vote 
to be charged with a contribution towards the 
salaries of the veterinary inspectors—this little 
more may be forthcoming. 

Finally, the Minister of Agriculture has 
decided not to set up by Statute a Dairyman’s 
Board and a Joint Milk Council according to the 
recommendations of the Reorganisation Com- 
mission for Milk, although, in their report, the 
Grigg Commission laid stress on the necessity 
for comprehensive organisation, embracing the 
milk distributors and the manufacturers of milk 
products, as well as milk producers. 

The National Farmers’ Union Producers’ 
Board has been initiated and the remainder of 
the Grigg Commission’s recommendations as 
regards distributors have, for the moment, been 
left in abeyance. 

The Grigg Commission’s recommendation as 
regards a whole-time Veterinary Service, on 
which they also laid stress, should be presented 
by our Governors to the very energetic Major 
Elliott, pointing out the devastating effects upon 
the majority of the profession which would ensue 
if the recommendation of the Commission was 
carried out. If the National Farmers’ Union can 
succeed, why cannot the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons succeed also? 

I think, therefore, that the best way of carry- 
ing out the inspections would be the creation of 
part-time service by the county councils con- 
cerned; that the inspections should be carried 
out by all the available practitioners, and that 
three inspections could be carried out yearly. 

In the discussion which followed the paper, 

Mr, Hosss said there could be no doubt that 
the part-time man should be more employed than 
was the case at present; part-time practitioners 
could be more suitably employed to the benefit 
of all for undertaking the inspection of cows. 

Mr. C, R. GOLLEDGE said he had done without 
county council work for about two years, and 
although he was hit pretty hard when it first 
occurred, he was glad to say other things had 
cropped up to take its place; this, in particular, 
he attributed to canine practice. He was, how- 
ever, of the opinion that part-time men should 
still have a portion of this work, and that with 
regard to the number of inspections there should 
he at least three per annum, 

Mr, Austin considered that inspections should 
be carried out by part-time men rather than by 
full-time officers, and that there would be very 
little difference in the cost. If whole-time 
officers were appointed it should be from the 
country practitioners, and the inspections should 
not be done Jess than twice or three times a 
year, 

Mr. Watson warmly supported Mr. Hall 
Masheter, and was firmly convineed that the 
part-time man was the most suitable for the 
work: he himself inspected 4,000 cows twice a 
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year. In his opinion, the client would do far 
more for a part-time man than for a county 
council officer. 

Captain Fox called attention to the point that 
the recommendations were really for a State 
Veterinary Service, Many of the appointments 
made were for experienced whole-time veteri- 
nary surgeons. He was of opinion that there 
were more opportunities in the profession to-day 
than ever in the past. Nevertheless, he threw 
out the idea, for consideration at a future date, 
of a *‘ Panel” on similar lines to that adopted 
by the Medical Profession. 

Captain Howarp JONES was of opinion that 
if all the cows had to be inspected they had not 
enough veterinary surgeons to do it. His own 
experience, working in conjunction with practi- 
tioners, had been very good, When a practi- 
tioner had suspects they were reported to him, 
and the collaboration was warmly appreciated. 
He visualised a chief veterinary inspector to 
examine cows as often as he could, with the 
requisite number of assistants, preferably part- 
time, working under him, who would send to the 
chief officer their reports; all material for 
microscopical examination also would be sent 
to him, and he would, in the main, superintend 
their operations: that would be the proper way 
and would benefit the cows inspected. It was 
his experience that the more animals were in- 
spected the more cases of tuberculosis were 
found in one form or another, many of these 
being absolutely unknown to the farmer. 

After the Chairman had briefly summed up 
the points raised in the discussion, with special 
reference to the three questions raised in the 
National Association’s communication, Diz. : 
(a) As to the best method of carrying out veteri- 
nary inspection of herds; (6) By whom such 
inspections should be made, and (c) How many 
times a year the herds should be inspected, the 
following Resolutions were proposed by Mr. 
J. W. Hart. MASHETER, seconded by Mr. C. R. 
CGOLLEDGE, and carried :— 

(1) Re (a).—‘* That this meeting is of opinion 
that the best method of carrying out the inspec- 
tions of dairy herds—as recommended by the 
Reorganisation Commission for Milk—is by the 
employment of part-time veterinary surgeons 
and the co-ordination and control of their ser- 
vices by a county chief veterinary officer.” 

(2) Re (b).—** By general practitioners, part- 
time service.’’ 

(3) Re (c)—‘‘ Not less than three times a 
year, but four for preference.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN welcomed Mr. Townson, of 
Peterborough, as a visitor, and the gathering 
warmly supported his candidature for a seat on 
the Council of the R.C.V.S., 

Mr. Townson, in acknowledging the welcome, 
said he was very interested in the paper and the 
discussion that had ensued, and emphasised the 
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necessity for mutual collaboration between the 
Colleges and the practitioners. He expressed 
the opinion that the resolutions that had been 
passed were sound, and should be strongly 
supported by the National Council. 


Address by Sir Frederick Hobday.—The 
(SHAIRMAN then extended a very hearty welcome 
to Sir Frederick Hobday, and expressed his per- 
sonal pleasure and that of his colleagues that 
Sir Frederick should have given up his time to 
come down to Bath and address them. He 
joined in the congratulations which had been 
showered upon Sir Frederick for the honour 
which had been conferred upon him by His 
Majesty in his recent Knighthood. 

Sir FREDERICK now addressed the meeting, his 
subject being, ‘‘The Necessity for Mutual 
Collaboration between the Colleges and the 
Practitioner.” 

The address was heard with great interest 
and appreciation, and in the short discussion 
which followed, one member emphasised the 
necessity for every student to be able to saddle, 
ride and ** handle ’’ a horse. If not at present 
compulsory, he was of opinion that it should be 
made so, as it would give both the budding 
practitioner and his client greater confidence in 
one another. 

A hearty vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. 
ReEEs and seconded by Mr. J. J. AVESTON, both 
speakers saying how much Sir F. Hobday 
had done for the profession in the past and how 
kind he always had been to practitioners. Mr. 
Aveston also spoke in feeling tones of his per- 
sonal friendship, extending over so many years. 

In returning thanks, Sir FREDERICK expressed 
his satisfaction that he had been asked to come 
again, and the pleasure it had been to him to be 
present. He spoke at length about the new 
buildings and developments at the Royal Veteri- 
nary College, and invited members to visit 
that institution when in London, in order to see 
what had been done, They would be heartily 
welcomed and would be interested in the 
progress made. 

It was suggested that the Council should 
arrange for a General Meeting to be held at the 
London College, if at all practicable, 


Exhibil.__-Mr. L. Sr. Bet. GOLLEDGE brought a 


Scotch Terrier puppy for the diagnosis of its 
condition, or rather confirmation of his own 
diagnosis: the animal appeared to be suffering 
from a ruptured diaphragm. 

The case of a chemist treating pigs with 
serum was discussed, and the Secretary was 
instructed to report the matter to the National 
Council for information and requisite action as 
recommended by them. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Hewer for presiding 
Was proposed by Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. 
©. R. GoLiepcr, and carried with acclamation. 

C. E. Perry, Hon. Secretary. 
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VETERINARY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND* 
MEETING AT THE VETERINARY 

COLLEGE, DUBLIN 
A General Meeting of the Veterinary Medical 
Association of Ireland was held on May 8rd, 
1933, at the Veterinary College, Dublin, 
The meeting was in two parts, viz:— 
(1) Practical Demonstrations. 
(2) Ordinary Meeting. 


The Practical Demonstrations 

These were commenced at 8 p.m. and were 
continued till 6 p.m., when tea was provided 
by the Association. 

The following members were present at the 
Demonstrations :— 

Messrs. L. M. Magee, J. S. MacCann, 
M. J. Ryan (Abbeyleix), J. F. Healy, P. J. 
Howard, C. Patrick, T. Carroll, P. MeGlinchey, 
H. O'Leary, P. F. Dolan, H. Dolan, A. Donnelly, 
J. Murphy, S. O’Donovan, S. MeCorry, F. 
Ringwood, A, Mernagh, R. W. Nolan, R. H. 
Lambert, N. H. Lambert, T. R. Muleahy, V. E. 
Stack, A. O'Dea, C. Griffin, M. MacClaney, 
J. P. Nowlan, S. Conway, J. Lyons, D. Reeves, 
Ii. R, Pierse, R. J. Nolan, J. J. Condon, R. A. 8S. 
Coulter, M. Purcell, Miss Bisset, Professor J. J. 
©’Connor, Professor T. G. Browne and Professor 
J. KF. Craig. 

The demonstrations were as follows :— 

(1) Castration of Pig. 
Professor J. J. O'Connor. 
(2) Operation on Sinus on Dog’s Head. 
Professor J. J. O’Connor. 
(3) Taking Samples of Blood from the 
Ox and Fowl. Professor J. F. Craig. 
(4) Double Intradermal Tuberculin 
Test. Professor T. G. Browne 
and Mr. S. O’Donoyan. 
(5) Passing the Stomach Tube in the 
Horse and OX. Mr. R. R. Pierse. 
(6) Interesting case of Horse for Diag- 
nosis. 
(7) Some Instruments. 


The Ordinary Meeting 

The Ordinary Meeting was held at 7.30 p.m., 
when the following members were present: 
Professor J. F. Craig, Professor 'T.. G. Browne, 
Miss H. Bisset, Messrs. H. O'Leary, L. M. 
Magee, J. S. MacCann, A. F. O’Dea, P. 
McGlinchey, S. O’Donovan, J. Murphy, D. 
Reeves, C. M. Griffin, J. Nowlan, M. J. 
MacClaney, P. A. MeCorry, M. Donoghoe, H. 
Dolan, T. J. Carroll, V. B. Stack, T. F. Healy, 
A, A. Donnelly, F. S. Ringwood, R, R. Pierse, 
P. KF. Dolan, M. Pureell, J. J. Condon, R. J. 
Nolan and R, A, 8, Coulter. 


* Received for publication, June 2nd. 
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the motion of the PRESIDENT, a vote of 
was passed to the relatives of Mr. 


On 
sympathy 
Vahey. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and signed. 

Correspondence. — Correspondence included 
communications from :— 

(1) Messrs. P. A, Carroll, Allen Baker and 
McDermott Kelly, regretting inability to attend. 

(2) Mr. S. R. J. Cussen, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., 
acknowledging the receipt of the Hon, Secre- 
tary’s letter of April 11th, and saying he was 
attending to the matter referred to, In his letter 
Mr. Cussen suggested Killarney as a suitable 
place for the provincial meeting, and also ex- 
pressed regret that he could not attend the 
meeting now being held. 

It was decided to reply to Mr, Cussen saying 
that the majority of the meeting were in favour 
of the provincial meeting being held in Cork 
as already decided by the Council, it being a 
more convenient centre than Killarney, 


REPORT OF COUNCIL 


The following Report of Council was 


read and adopted :— 


Council Meetings were held on March 29th and 
on May 3rd, 1933. 

A meeting of the I.C.D.A.P. was also held on 
April 20th, and an impromptu meeting cf the 
Council was held immediately afterwards. 

A letter was received by the President from 
Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, Hon. Secretary of 


how 


the British National Committee of the Twelfth 
International Veterinary Congress, asking the 


Association to 
the Congress, and enclosing 
liminary programme. It was 
Council of the V.M.A.I. constitute 
Committee for Saorstat Eireann. 

A letter was received by Professor T. G. 
Browne, from Dr. Bullock, thanking him for the 
interest taken in the Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
and giving a list of the beneficiaries from the 
Fund in Saorstat Eireann. It was decided to 
solicit support for the Fund from the veterinary 
surgeons in the Saorstat. As a result of the 
appeal which was issued, extra subscriptions 
have been received. 


PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS 


In accordance with the report of the Com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into the best means 
of improving the attendance at General Meetings, 
which was adopted at the General Meeting of 
July 16th, 1932, a programme for the general 
meetings in 1933 was drawn up as follows: 

May Meeting. eneral Meeting, to be held on 
May 3rd, at the Veterinary College. Practical 
Demonstrations to be given according to cases 


undertake propaganda work for 
a copy of the pre- 
decided that the 
the National 





available. Tea to be provided for members. 
Inaugural address of President, and any other 


business that may arise. 

August Meeting—Mr. MacClancy to read a 
paper on “ The Portal Inspection of Animals.” 
Mr. O’Dea, or another, to open the discussion. 

November Meeting.—Professor Craig to read a 








paper entitled “ Poultry Diseases.” 

January Meeting, 1934.- 
the Annual Dinner be revived, 
the members at the November 


It was suggested that 
if approved by 
General Meeting. 
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Provincial Meeting—It was decided to hold 
this Meeting in Cork, and that Messrs. Cussen, 
Hyde, McSwiney, and Colonel H. T. Ryan he 
asked to collaborate in making arrangements for 
the Meeting. 

Grievances of Veterinary Officers of the Depart- 
ment.—A further letter was sent to the Minister 
for Agriculture about this matter, and a reply 
with a promise of attention is all that has been 
received. 

Meeting of I.C.D.A.P.—This meeting was called 
at the request of the Irish Animals Protection 
League, to which organisation the Societies of the 
Blue Cross and St. Francis Dispensaries have 
been amalgamated. The representatives of the 
1A.P.L. said their chief difficulty was the pro- 
vision of funds. They hoped that if sufficient 
funds to pay a veterinary surgeon were not 
available at first, the veterinary profession would 
be prepared to give free service until such time 
as they would be in a position to remunerate 
them. 

The question of persons who are in a position 
to pay a veterinary surgeon availing themselves 
of the free treatment afforded by the League, was 
discussed. 

It was decided to hold another meeting of the 
1.C.D.A.P. at a later date, to consider suggestions 
to put matters in order. The I.A.P.L. trust that 
members of the V.M.A.I. will give their support 
for the sale of tickets in a raffle which is being 
organised for the funds of the League. 


At the Impromptu Meeting of the Council the 
question of fees for veterinary surgeons in attend- 
ance at greyhound racing tracks was considered. 

Letter from the N.V.M.A.—A letter from the 
N.V.M.A. relative to the immunisation against dis- 
temper was received, and it was decided to leave 
the matter to the General Meeting. 

Golf Competition.—A Golf Competition is being 
organised by the N.V.M.A., and members of this 
Association are asked to co-operate. 

Fees for Intradermal Tuberculin Tests.— 
The question of fees to be charged for tuberculin 
testing has again been raised, and it was decided 
to bring the matter before the General Meeting 
for attention. 


President's Address.—The PRESIDENT, Mr. 
T. R. Muleahy, then gave his inaugural address 





_to the meeting. Having thanked them for the 


great honour bestowed upon him by his election 
as President, Mr. Mulcahy drew some compari- 
sons between the Veterinary Profession of 40 
years ago and that of to-day, and gave many 
interesting reminiscences of his career, 

Professor O'CONNOR proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Muleahy for his very interesting address. 
They all knew the high reputation of Mr. 
Mulcahy as a veterinary surgeon and they there- 
fore were very appreciative of his remarks 
relative to his experiences in practice. It was 
very good of him to take the trouble to prepare 
the address and to give them so many practical 
hints and general advice. 

The vote was passed with acclamation. 

Fees for Applying the Tuberculin Test in 
Tubercle Free Herds.—It was proposed by 
Professor Craic, seconded by Mr. MAacGeEr, and 
unanimously agreed, “ That the veterinary sur- 
geons in counties Dublin, Kildare, Meath and 
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Wicklow be summoned to a meeting to discuss 
the question of fees to be charged for this test.”’ 

Golf Competition.—It was decided that it 
would not be practicable to hold a Golf Competi- 
tion in connection with the Irish Division of the 


N.V.M.A, 
J. J. O'Connor, Hon. Secretary. 








Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 
* * 


DIARY OF EVENTS 


July  38rd.—N.V.M.A. Committee 





a 


Meetings, 


i Royal Station Hotel, York: 
Organising, 2.30 p.m.; Veteri- 


nary Officers and Public Health, 


4 p.m. 
July  4th.—N.V.M.A. Committee and Council 
Meetings, Royal Station Hotel, 


York: Parliamentary Committee, 
10 a.m.; Appointments Commit- 
tee, 11 a.m.; N.V.M.A. Council 
Meeting, 2 p.m. 
July 5Sth.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings begin. 
July 6th.—Meeting of Council R.C.V.S. for 
election of President and other 
Officers. 
7th.—R.C.V.S. Quarterly Meeting of 
Council. 
July 10th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, at 
4.30 p.m. 
July 10th.—R.C.V.S. Membership Examination 
begins. 
July 21st.—Summer Meeting of the Mid-West 
and South Wales _ Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Monmouth. 
Sept. 18th-23rd.—N.V.M.A. Congress, Llandudno. 
Sept. 25th-26th.—R.C.V.S. Jubilee Memorial 
and Bursary Prize Examination. 
* * * * 


July 


Notice to Contributors 


At a recent meeting, for the consideration of 
Velerinary Record policy, the Editorial Com- 
inittee of the N.V.M.A. decided that in future 
wnonymously-contributed articles on general 
professional topics may be accepted for publica- 
tion, 

* * * * - 


ALLEGED SEWAGE POISONING OF 


ApPpEAL Court REVERSES H1GH Court 
IN IMPORTANT CASE 


In our next issue we shall commence publi- 
cation of a full report of the High Court pro- 
ceedings in an important case in which the 
poisoning of cattle was alleged, and in which the 
parties were Bastin and Young versus Godstone 
Rural District Council. In this « case, the plaintiffs 
(farmers of Lingfield, Surrey) sued the Godstone 
Council for damages on the ground that they a 
allowed noxious matter to flow from their sewag 


CATTLE 
JUDGMENT 
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works at Lingfield, so as to pollute a stream that 
flowed past the plaintiffs’ land, thus causing a 
nuisance in that a great many of their cattle were 
affected to such an extent that they had to sell 
many at merely nominal prices, while there had 
been a serious diminution in the quantity of milk 
that these cows supplied, and a deterioration in 
its quality. 

After a 17 days’ hearing in the High Court, Mr. 
Justice Horridge entered judgment with costs 
in favour of the plaintiffs, awarding to each 
approximately £2,000 damages. He also granted 
the plaintiffs’ claim for an injunction to restrain 
the alleged nuisance. 

Our report will also include an extended note 
of the judgment delivered in the Court of Appeal 
(Lords Justices Scrutton, Greer and_= Slesser) 

‘whereby we are now enabled to proceed with 
the publics ation of the exceedingly interesting evi- 
dence given by veterinary witnesses in the High 
Court—on Monday last, when the appeal of the 
Godstone Council was allowed, with costs, and the 
injunction discharged. A dissenting judgment 
was delivered by Lord Justice Greer, who agreed, 
however, that the injunction should be disc harged. 

+. Oe oe * * 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Kenneth Douglas, late Government 
Veterinary Surgeon, Kuantan, Pahang East. 
Federated Malay States. Graduated London, 
December 22nd, 1924. Died in Westminster 
Hospital, London, S.W., June 20th, 1933, aged 38 
years. 

VanEY, Joseph John, Veterinary’ Inspector, 
Department of Agriculture, Dublin. Graduated 
Edinburgh, May 25th, 1893. Died May 2nd, 1933; 
aged 59 years. 


TURNER, 


WILKINSON, Ernest, Staple Hall, Witney, 
Oxford. Graduated London, July 13th, 1922. 
Died June 20th, 1933. 

Tue LATE Mr. ERNEST WILKINSON 

Deep regret will be felt by the many mem- 

bers of the profession who knew Mr. Ernest 


Wilkinson as one of the best type of the younger 
school of country practitioners, at his death at a 
lamentably early age. 

About two years ago, Mr. Wilkinson was thrown 
from his horse on Woodgreen, and was ill from 
a broken thigh and complications for many 
months. Prior to that time he was successfully 
engaged in building up an excellent practice at 
Witney, while he was one of the most enthusias- 
tic members of the Royal Counties Division of 
the N.V.M.A., at the meetings of which socicty he 
was a regular and popubar attendant. 

Mr. Wilkinson was appointed meat inspector 
to the Witney Urban District Council three years 
ago, and he was officially connected with other 
local authorities in the area. 

The utmost sympathy will be extended to Mrs. 
Wilkinson and her three young children in their 
bereavement. 

* ES * * * 


PERSONAL 


N.V.M.A. Staff Re-visit Maidenhead.—A delight- 
ful day was spent by the members of the staff 
of the N.V.M.A., and their ladies, at M: uidenhead, 
on Sunday last, when, for the third year in succes- 
sion, the President and Mrs. Simpson welcomed 
them most hospitably as. their guests—this time at 
their new residence, “ Knowle Croft.” = After 
lunch, the party enjoy ed a long motor drive 
through the most beautiful parts of Buckingham- 
shire—the charm of which was enhanced by a 
generous measure of sunshine—and tea was taken 
amid the lovely glades of Burnham Beeches. 
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Mr. H. C. Wilkie’s Auditory Research.—A 
renewal of the grant made by the Government 
Grant Committee of the Royal Society has been 
made to Mr. H. C. Wilkie, F.R.c.v.s., HON. F.Z.S., for 
the current year, for a continuation of his 
research into the comparative anatomy of the 
auditory organ. 





A: Speech Day” Item.—lIt is interesting to 
note, from the Times report of Rugby School 
Speech Day (June 26th) that the King’s Medal (the 
award given to the top boy) was gained by 
John Colin M’Fadyean, the eldest child of 
Sir Andrew M’Fadyean, who, of course, is the 
eldest son of Sir John M’Fadyean. Colin 
M’Fadyean won a scholarship into Rugby and 
has now come out top of the school, after having 
already gained a Classical Scholarship — to 
Brasenose (Oxford), where he will enter next 
term. 

It may not be out of place to mention that, by 
a coincidence, the same issue of the Times con- 
tained a letter by Sir Andrew M’Fadyean on the 
subject of reparations, etc. From 1922-24 he was 
Secretary to the Reparations Commission (in 

aris), and from 1924-29 he was a member of the 
Dawes Commission on Reparations, Berlin. Sir 
Andrew passed second in his year into the Civil 
Service from University College, Oxford, into 
which he had gained a scholarship. 


* % x * *% 


HUMANE er A COMPROMISE ON 
SHEE 


When the House of Commons Standing Com- 
mittee, presided over by Mr. T. Cape (Working- 
ton, Lab.), on Tuesday resumed consideration of 
the Slaughter of Animals Bill, a compromise was 
reached on the question of sheep, which were 
excluded from the Bill at the last meeting. A new 
clause was inserted in the Bill leaving local 
authorities to decide whether sheep should be 
included or not. 

The Bill was ordered to be reported for third 
reading. 

* * ” * - 


BULL ON SHIP: MASTER FINED 


Mr. Justice Hannan, in the Dublin District Court 
on June 13th, imposed a fine of 40s. on the master 
of the ss. “C hryssie,” which carried a cargo of 
grain from Rosario to Alexandra Basin, Dublin, 
who was charged by the Veterinary Branch of the 
Department of Agriculture, Dublin, for permitting 
an 18 months’ old bull to be on board the véssel 
in contravention of the Foreign Animals’ Order 
of 1931, his vessel having come from a _ non- 
scheduled country, and not having come _ into 
port under stress of weather, or for repairs, or for 
any other purpose than the shipment of cargo. 

Mr. D. O’Flaherty, of the State Solicitor’s 
Office, said the Department of Agriculture re- 
garded the offence as a serious one. That was an 
agricultural country, and there was a great danger 
of disease if such animals were allowed into port. 

The accused, who gave his evidence through 
an interpreter, stated that the animal was intended 
for the use of the crew. He was not aware of the 
regulation prohibiting the bringing of livestock 
from Rosario into the Free State, otherwise he 
would have had the animal slaughtered at sea. 
He had no intention of bringing the animal ashore. 
They had already killed two bulls for the use of 
the crew during the 32 days’ voyage to Dublin. 

The Justice said he accepted the master’s state- 
ment, that he was unaware of the regulations, but 
must impose a fine, as stated. 
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* PROLAN ” AND “ ANTERIOR LOBE ” 


At a special meeting of the Section of Thera- 
peutics and Pharmacology of the Royal Society 
of Medicine, on May 30th, Professor J. B. Collip, 
of McGill University, Montreal, lectured on the 
action of the substance which he isolated from 
placenta, previously named Emmenin. This 
substance has a physiological action resembling 
that of extracts of anterior lobe of the pituitary 
body in its ability to produce precocious sexual 
maturity in immature mice and rats. Professor 
Collip now takes the view that this substance is 
identical with the substance discovered by 
Zondek in the urine of pregnant women which 
also produces precocious sexual maturity. 

The main part of Professor Collip’s lecture was 
devoted to a description of the results of injecting 
the placental hormone into rats from which the 
pituitary body had been removed. In females 
continuous oestrus is seen; in males there is 
growth of the interstitial tissue of the testis with 
degeneration of the cells producing the sperma- 
tozoa. The injection of the placental hormone 
thus does not produce normal sex organs in the 
animal from which the pituitary has been re- 
moved, and the full development of the normal sex 
organs is only obtained when a second factor is 
supplied in addition which can be extracted from 
the pituitary gland. It follows that the placental 
hormone, or Prolan, does not replace the anterior 
lobe of the pituitary so far as the sex glands are 
concerned. 

* * * * * 


TROPICAL MEDICINE 


Major-General Sir Leonard Rogers, who was 
inducted president of the Royal Society for Tropi- 
cal Medicine and Hygiene, at a meeting of the 
Society recently held in London, presented the 
annual award of the Chalmers Medal for out- 
standing research in tropical medicine and 
hygiene to Dr. Saul Adler, of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity, Jerusalem, who was unable to be present, 
but received the medal by proxy. 

* 7 . * ~ 
BUREAU OF ANIMAL INDUSTRY 

“The year 1933 marks a_ half-century of 
organised control of animal diseases in the United 
States,” says the Journal of the Veterinary 
Medical Association. ‘“ Just fifty years ago, the 
Veterinary Division of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture was established, and Dr. 
Daniel Elmer Salmon called to Washington to 
take charge. The Veterinary Division, as such, 
was really the forerunner of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, which was established by Act 
of Congress, May 29th, 1884, ‘to prevent the 
exportation of diseased cattle, and to provide 
means for the suppression and extirpation of 
pleuropneumonia and other contagious diseases 
among domestic animals.’ History records how 
well the task of eradicating contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia and other animal plag sues was 
accomplished.” 

* * * * 
GRASS DISEASE AMONG HORSES 


Reports from the northern parts of Scotland 
show that grass disease is taking a heavy toll of 
farm horses this summer. It is thought that the 
dry conditions, particularly in Moray, Nairn, and 
Banff, have aggravated this trouble, which is 
always expected at a time when there is young 
grass in the pastures. The disease appeared 
among horses in a military camp at Barry in 1907, 
but it was not until 1913 that it made its presence 
really felt in the north-eastern districts of Angus. 
From that area it gradually extended through 
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Angus and Perthshire, and spread northwards. It 
has now been notified in England, Brittany, and 


West Flanders. 
oF 


* * * * 


ONE WARBLE FOUND IN DENMARK 


It is well known that in Denmark a law was 
passed in 1923, having as ils objective, the eradi- 
cation of the warble fly by compulsory dressing. 

In order to ascertain the effectiveness of the law 
each spring a sample investigation is undertaken. 
It is reported that recently a sample of 2,312 cattle 
were examined by 233 men and, after a very 
thorough examination, these men succeeded in 
finding one larva on one of the cows. 

* * * * * 
ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
LONDON GAZETTE—WAR OFFICE—-TERRITORIAL 
ARMY 

June 23rd.—Lieut.-Colonel P. W. Dayer Smith, 
0.B.E., T.D., having attained the age limit, retires 
and retains his rank with permission to wear the 
prescribed uniform (June 24th). 


PROMOTION EXAMINATION 


Majors C. S. Northcott and E. Wallace, of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps, were successful 
candidates in the examination (in written sub- 
jects) of officers with a view to promotion in the 
tegular Army and Indian Army, which was held 
in India and Burma last March. 

* x % # 

H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 

The undermentioned have been published 
recently. Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or directly from H.M. Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses:—-London: 
Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2, and 28, Abing- 
don Street, S.W.1; Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street. Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 

Price Post 


Net. Free. 
ss €& & 4. 
House oF Lorps PAPERS AND BILLS: 
(116) Pharmacy and Poisons’ 
Bill. (rE ea). Commons 
Amendments mer om 0 1 ) 13 
HEALTH, MINISTRY OF: 
Public Health and Medical Sub- 
jects Reports: 70. Cancer of 
the Skin. May, 1933 em 20 2 2 
*% Me * 


* * 


ELECTRICAL STUNNING 


_At_a recent meeting of Rotherham Corpora- 
tion Markets Committee, the Market Superinten- 
dent reported upon demonstrations of electrical 
stunning, at the abattoir. The members of the 
Abattoir Sub-committee had, he said, been very 
definite in their intention to include provision for 
mechanical slaughter of animals in the new exten- 
sion scheme, and it was possible at the present 
time to introduce electrical stunning in the pork 
section without adding expense, other than the 
actual cost of the electrical equipment required. 
With this in mind, the demonstrations were 
arranged. Electrical stunning of smaller animals 
had only recently been introduced into this 
country, but had been in use on the Continent, 
particularly in Germany, for some time. Its 
success in the first place was due to the fact that it 
was not dangerous to the operator. Secondly, a 
much better bleeding of the animal was obtained 
after stunning with electricity as compared with a 
mechanical killer. Lastly, the consumption of 


current in the electrical apparatus was almost 
insignificant in that 200 to 250 pigs could be 
electrically stunned for the same price that would 
be paid to stun one pig with a cartridge. Two 
types of apparatus were demonstrated, and mem- 
bers of the committee had the opportunity of 
seeing the demonstration. He had no hesitation 
in recommending the committee to adopt the 
electrical stunning method for pigs in particular, 
and to install the apparatus forthwith, because, 
in his opinion, and from a veterinary point of 
view, the system was far in advance of any other. 

The Committee recommended the adoption of 
the principle of the electrical stunning of animals, 
and the installation of suitable apparatus, the 
stunning of animals to be carried out by em- 
ployees of the Markets Department under the 
supervision of the Markets Superintendent. 

* * * ae * 
PTOMAINE POISONING 

Is contamination of food more prevalent since 
the law forbidding the use of preservatives came 
into operation? Mr. P. M. Short, s.sc., Consulting 
Chemist, of Beverley Road, Anerley, claims that it 
is. 

In a letter to the Meat Trades Journal, relative 
to the fatal case of ptomaine poisoning at Kensal 
Rise, caused by infection from pressed beef, Mr. 
Short says:— 

“ The incidence of bacterial food infections has 
increased in Britain since 1927, owing to the 
ignorance at that time of the Ministry of Health 
of the bacteriology of cold stores. 

“ Refrigeration,” he says, “does not destroy 
bacteria, nor even prevent development, hence 
the reason of the frequency of food infection 
since 1927, when butchers were prohibited from 
washing meat with sulphur dioxide.” 

Mr. Short adds that when butchers were permit- 
ted to cleanse their meat by such harmless means, 
the danger of such infections was reduced to a 
minimum. 

The sulphur dioxide not only inhibited the 
growth of such bacteria, he adds, but in its nascent 
form rendered innocuous the toxins produced by 
the various groups of disease germs. 

" * % * * 
REGISTER OF DAIRY CATTLE 

The Ministry of Agriculture has recently issued 
Volume XVI of the Register of Dairy Cattle with 
authenticated Milk Records for the year ended 
October 1st, 1932. Its price is 9d. net, and it is 
obtainable from H.M. Statjonery Office direct, or 
through any bookseller. 

The objects which the Ministry has in view in 
issuing this Register are: (1) To provide dairy 
farmers with lists of high-yielding milk recorded 
cows which have been regular breeders and of 
dairy bulls, particulars of which are available 
under the Ministry’s Milk Recording Scheme; (2) 
to provide a book of reference for persons wishing 
to obtain dairy cattle with good milking records 
or the progeny of such animals; (3) to encourage 
the keeping of authenticated milk records, and 
the breeding of high-class dairy cattle; and (4) to 
encourage dairy farmers to use pedigree bulls 
bred from a milking strain, or those whose female 
progeny have proved to be satisfactory dairy 
animals. 

The Register is divided into two sections, viz.: 
Section T: Dairy Cows in respect of which 
Certificates of Merit have been awarded; and 
Section II: Pedigree Bulls for Dairy Herds whose 
dams and sires’ dams have given the standard 
yield prescribed for their breed or type in any 
particular year; and such pedigree bulls as have 
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two or more daughters which have given that 
standard yield 

During the last three-year period 176 certifi- 
cates of merit have been awarded to Shorthorn 
cows, 100 certificates to Red Polls, and a good 
proportion to Guernseys, Friesians, and other 
breeds. A number of pedigree bulls are registered 
on account of the performance of their dams and 
sires’ dams, but only two on account of the milk- 
ing performance of their daughters. 

* ¥ * * * 


HAND AND MACHINE MILKING OF COWS 


“ The essential feature of good hand milking,” 
says the Ministry of Agriculture, in a _ recent 
announcement, “is that it should be performed 
quietly, i.e., the milk should be withdrawn in a 
manner th: it causes no discomfort to the cow, and 
as quickly as possible. Quickness in hand milk- 
ing results not only in a saving of time, but in an 
increased yield, and the milk will be richer in 
butter fat. A rough milker causes a cow to with- 
hold her milk. 

“In recent years, milking machines have been 
so much improved that they have reached an 
advanced state of efficiency. Statements have 
been made that they tend to spread udder dis- 
ease in the herd. This claim, to say the least, 
is very difficult to prove. It is, however, clear 
that the greatest care should be taken not to use 
the machine on doubtful udders or quarters, and 
if by lack of attention or by accident the machine 
has been used on a doubtful udder, special pre- 
cautions should be taken to ensure that it is 
thoroughly cleaned ee being used again. If 
a careful examination is made of the udder when 
discharging the fore milk, the risk of passing 
disease from one cow to another is no greater 
than it is in hand milking, where the hands are 
not washed between the milking of each cow. 

* When hand and machine milking are being 
considered together it must not be overlooked 
that several routine operations are common to 
both systems. These items are: 

“1. Preparation of the Cow.—Cleanliness is 
one of the most important items in connection 
with milking, and no amount of skill in the dairy 
will counteract lack of cleanliness at milking 
time. The hair on the flanks, udder and tail of 
the cow should be kept short by periodical clip- 
ping. Before milking begins, the udder and 
flanks should be cleansed by grooming, and 
finally wiped over with a damp cloth. The 
milkers should wear clean overalls, and wash 
their hands befere beginning to milk each cow. 
The towels used should, of course, be clean. 

“9. Discarding the Fore Milk.—The _ first 
streams of milk from each of the teats should be 
drawn off into a special pail kept for this pur- 
pose, and in no circumstances should this milk 
be mixed with the bulk, or milked on to the floor. 
By discarding the fore milk any dirt that has 
gathered in the ope ning of the teat is removed. 

“ Stripping.—Whether milked by hand or 
machine, the cow should be carefully stripped to 
ensure thorough milking. The milk last drawn 
from the udder contains a high percentage of fat, 
and, further, if cows are not properly milked out 
they tend to dry off. 

4. Cleansing of Ulensils.—Immediately after 
milking, all utensils should be rinsed in cold 
water, thoroughly washed and brushed in hot 
Ww ater, to which a little soda has been added, and 
finally rinsed again in fresh cold water and then 
sterilised at a temperature of 210° F. 

“Fuller information on machine and hand 
milking is given in the Ministry’s Advisory Leaf- 
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let No. 167, price 1d. per copy, or 9d. per dozen 
copies net, ‘obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office, 
Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, or 
through any bookseller.” 
7 oe * * ~ 

One of the attractive extra features in connec- 
tion with the Great Yorkshire Show at Middles- 
brough on July 11th-13th, will be a hound show. 

-acks of hounds will be judged on the second day 
of the show. 








Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents, 
* + * . + 
TREATMENT OF “ SCIRRHOUS CORD ” 

To THe EptrorR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—I wonder if any of your readers would 
tell me if they have’ successfully — treated 
“ Scirrhous cords ” with any treatment other than 
operative surgery. 

I have always removed them surgically, but 
on page 523 of the Veterinary Record, dated 
June 3rd, 1933, reference is made to the success- 
ful treatment by intravenous injections of a com- 
plicated preparation of iodine. Can anybody 
give me the benefit of his experience with this, 
or any other form of medicinal treatment? If 
so, | would be much obliged for a direct com- 
munication. 
¢ Yours truly, 

H. LLEWELYN-JONES. 
Veterinary Infirmary, 
Denbigh. 
June 26th, 1933. | 
x * * 
“ THE ew Cc TION OF EAR MITES” 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—May I[ be permitted to state that the 
linimentum iod. carbol mentioned by Mr. Henry 
Gray, in his article in the Veterinary Record of 
June 17th, 1933, is made by Messrs. Willows, 
Francis, Butler and Thompson, and is quoted in 
their Veterinary Price List as “ Glycerol lodi cum 
Carbol (Gray’s Liniment).” 

Yours faithfully, 
CHARLES H. Hutsn. 
Redhill. 
June 24th, 1933. 
a * x * * 
THE 1934 CONGRESS: A SUGGESTION 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—lI hope the following will not be classed as 
premature, but my reason “for addressing you at 
this early date is to give time for thoughtful con- 
sideration. At the forthcoming Cons gress at 
Llandudno, in September, it will have to be 
decided where the 1934 meeting shall be held. 
I believe I am safe in saying that various places 
will be suggested, but may I propose that the 1934 
Congress be in the nature of a cruise. I am 
prompted to offer this suggestion after reading a 
notice in one of our papers that a certain associa- 
tion was adopting this method of conference, and 
1 wondered if, on the part of our Association, this 
would be practicable and meet with the approba- 
tion of the members. That remains to be seen, 
but it, nevertheless, allows of three months— 
instead of three minutes—to decide the place of 
the 1934 Congress meeting. 
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Should my proposition be adopted, I suggest 
ihat the point of embarkation be either Bristol or 
Liverpool, each place being easily accessible by a 
good train service from all parts. After leaving 
either of these places a call could be made at the 
isle of Man, afterwards in Ireland at Dublin or 
Belfast, where we could pick up Irish members, 
who did not wish to travel to England, and thence 
to Glasgow, where a halt could be made for the 
day for the surgical operations and demonstra- 
tions, and at which place on that night the annual 
banquet could be held at any of the many large 
hotels in that City. Next morning we could sail 
up the Firth of Clyde and the Kyles of Bute, or 
any other suitable parts. 

There should be ample accommodation on 
board where our meetings for discussion could 
lake place, and when in port the ladies could 
land and inspect shops or other places of interest. 
Should this proposition be entertained our 
Secretary would not be satisfied, as in the past, 
with an eleventh hour notice, as very definite 
arrangements would have to be made with the 
respective railway and steamship companies re 
numbers to be guaranteed, rates, etc. 

| estimate that about ten days should cover this 
suggested cruise, but I leave it in the hands of 
others to determine what shall take place. For 
those unable to be away for a week an opportunity 
is given to either join or leave at Glasgow. 

Yours truly, 
J. Wricur CoNcHIE, F.R.C.V.S. 
30, Station Hill, 
Kidderminster. 
June 20th, 1933. 


* * a * * 
VETERINARY INSPECTION SERVICE 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—I regret that I was unable to attend the 
combined meeting of the Central, Royal Counties 
and South Eastern Divisions of the N.V.M.A., 
referred to by Mr. Coleman in your issue of June 
17th. 

It is clear that the report of the Reorganisation 
Commission for Milk calls for some constructive 
action by the Executive of the N.V.M.A. without 
delay. I suggest that definite proposals, embody- 
ing, if possible, the views of the majority of the 
profession, be formulated and placed before the 
County Councils Association. If some mutual 
agreement could be arrived at it would carry 
great weight with the various County Councils, 
and lead to uniformity in schemes and emolu- 
ments. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. K. WALKER. 


Abingdon. 
June 26th, 1933. 
* % * a * 


POST-WAR EQUESTRIAN MONUMENTS 

To THE EpIToR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 

Sir,—I was requested by Sir Frederick Hobday 
and Brigadier-General Marchant, Secretary of the 
Institute of the Horse and Pony Club, to translate 
Professor A. Antonini’s pamphlet, ‘“ Post-War 
:questrian Monuments,” which was published in 
a recent issue of La Clinica Veterinaria. 

Almost at the commencement of the pamphlet 
the Professor says that no sculptor should attempt 
to depict a horse with a horseman on his back 
unless he has some scientific notions of the con- 
formation of a horse, of his more important 
muscles, and he should be a horseman himself. 

Professor Antonini reviewed a great many 
monuments in Europe and elsewhere, and very 





few of them were free from anatomical errors. 
The most common defects were: the horse’s head 
was too big or too small in comparison with his 
body, the tail in many cases badly set on and 
badly carried, with muscles exaggerated in their 
development or insufficiently developed. 

The Professor did not see the monument or a 
photographic reproduction of the monument dedi- 
‘ated to Marshal Haig, but he relies on the opinion 
of Mr. A. G. Munnings, the famous painter and 
specialist in the reproduction of animals, 
especially the horse. This gentleman says that 
the artist Hardiman has made a monstrous animal 
and that he could have had no idea of the con- 
formation of horses from a scientific or artistic 
point of view. 

Professor Antonini gives his class from time 
to time a lecture on horsemanship, showing them 
a horseman on horseback, and pointing out to 
them many of the details which go to make up 
the perfect horseman. 

The professor speaks very highly of the monu- 
ment dedicated to Marshal Foch. Taken as a 
whole, he considers it well-nigh perfect. This 
was the work of the sculptor, Georges Mallissart. 

Veterinary Colonel Basaglia wishes to have a 
monument erected in memory of the mule, as 
these animals played such a conspicuous part on 
the Italian frontier, and many other places quite 
inaccessible to their less sure-footed companion. 

Very few attists seem capable of representing 
a horse walking along freely as he should do. 

Another post-war monument which is in the 
first rank for its artistic value and_ political 
significance is that erected to the Duce at the 
Littoriale of Bologna, but the artist made a great 
mistake in choosing a horse of the draught-horse 
type—-not at all the sort of animal to carry a 
modern hero. 

Every horse lover must think that a really 
good-looking and well-bred horse should recom- 
mend himself and should make a special appeal 
to the artist’s artistic inclinations. A genius 
like our colleague, Adrian Jones, is becoming 
more than ever rare. 

La Clinica Veterinaria can be found at the 
Library in Red Lion Square, and the translation, 
if of sufficient interest, may appear in the next 
issue of The Horse. 

Professor Antonini’s pamphlet arouses many 
happy recollections of the years before the Great 
War, when the horse played a much more impor- 
tant role than he does alt the present time. 

Apologising for trespassing at such length on 
your valuable space. e 

I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Puitie VINCENT. 

Hove, 

Sussex. 

June 20th, 1933. 


THE CONTROL OF BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—The question of the limitation of supplies 
of veterinary biological products to members of 
the veterinary profession is one which demands 
more serious attention by the profession than it 
apparently receives. 

The value of some sort of control requires no 
emphasis. To me, it is surprising that biological 
chemists in their own interests do not prohibit 
their products being touted to the lay public. 
In this connection it is perhaps needless to point 
cut that, vaccines and sera being highly specific, 
their use must be preceded by an_ accurate 
diagnosis. In the absence of this, there can 
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only follow disaster and disappointment, leading 
to diminished public confidence in biological 
therapy generally, and a resultant diminution in 
sales. Further, from a purely business point of 
view, it is, | suggest, exceedingly bad form, to 
say the least, for biological chemists to offer to 
the public products elaborated in the first 
instance by members of the profession and 
whose present degree of usefulness is largely the 
result of the observations of our clinicians. It is 
my contention that the veterinary profession is 
the only legitimate channel through which the 
products of the laboratory may be applied to the 
diagnosis, prevention and treatment of diseases 
of domestic animals. In the ordinary trades if 
a manufacturer were to adopt the procedure 
followed by some of our biological chemists, he 


would not have long to wait until he received 
that degree of ostracism which his conduct 


warranted. 

What I have indicated does not apply to all. 
There are a few (unfortunately, only a few) whole- 
sale chemists who will not sell veterinary 
products to other than members of the veterinary 
profession, and whose methods of trading are 
above question in this respect. 

Because of the fact that most biological pro- 
ducts are comparatively harmless from _ the 
human point of view, it seems to me that any 
form of state control is a remote possibility. But 
I suggest that it is possible for the veterinary 
profession, by concerted action, to exercise some 
measure of control over these products. 

It is, I think, safe to assume that 80 per cent. 
of veterinary biological products, sold in this 
country, are used finally by veterinary surgeons. 


| 
| 
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will not enter a definite contract in this respect 
be excluded from all professional periodicals, 
and, above all, from exhibiting at veterinary con- 
gresses. This, by the way, might also be applied 
to those drug firms who do a side-line as nostrum 
vendors. 

The crux of the whole question is this: that so 
long as the profession is lax enough to allow 
these people to run with the hare and hunt with 
the hounds, so long will they take what they 
think is an advantage of our laxity. As a profes- 
sion, is it not time we put our house in order? 
I think so. 

Yours faithfully, 
JAMES HILL. 

Long Sutton, 

Lincs. 
June 27th, 1933. ‘ 


RGV.S. COU NC IL EL E CTION 
To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—I shall be grateful if you will permit me, 
through your columns, to express my Sincere 
thanks to the members of the profession who 
supported my candidature at the last R.C.V.S. 
Council Election. 

Yours faithfully, 





R. SIMPSON. 
The Courts, 
Carlisle. 
June 24th, 1933. 
The Editor acknowledges, with thanks, the 


receipt of the following:— 
Communications from Contain E. J. Burndred 

















ners ae Ee eee Ok ee wens (Blackburn), Dr. H. H. Curson (Pretoria), Captain 
(1) That members of the profession should con- wy, 4 * theese —— and Colonel G. K. 
fine their business to firms which will not supply alker (Abingdon 
biological products to other than members of the Report of a meeting of the West of Scotland 
profession. Division, N.V.M.A., from Mr. Alex. Thomson, Hon. 
(2) That the advertisements of firms which Secretary. 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1927 
SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
| Foot- j nN] a 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth Parasitic § Sheep Swine 
| Disease. Mange. Scab. Fever. 
| | Animals Out- 
slaugh- breaks 
Out- | Out- tered as_— reported Out- Out- | Swine 
Period. breaks Animals | breaks diseased | by the] Animals|} breaks breaks — slaugh- 
con-_ |attacked. con- or ex- Local | attacked.|) con- con- tered, 
firmed. | firmed. | posed to Authori- firmed. firmed. | 
infection. ties. 
No. {| No. | No. No. No No. No. No. No. 
Period Ist to 15th June, 1933 4 4 ; o— —— 5 9 2 83 79 
Corresponding period in 
; 10 LO — — 6 11 3 76 45 
1931 ee sie 14 14 —— — 5 19 4 126 63 
1930 oe wes 11 11 oo -—— 4 5 6 102 45 
Total Ist January to 15th 
June, 1933 a 157 177 56 5,350 93 168 199 748 422 
Corresponding period in 
ove e00 eos 214 269 3 | 358 78 136 130 983 463 
1931 eve eee Si 262 280 5 515 82 148 173 937 396 
eae an 209 222 —- | — 138 | 205 255 ||1,272 | 489 | 
Note. —The figures for the current year are approximate only. § Excluding outbreaks in Army Horees. 





